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George F. Gruner : Blue Water Beat, The Two Lives Of the Battleship USS California  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Blue Water Beat, The Two Lives Of the 
Battleship USS California: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting read, well done. The peacetime history ...By john 
jacobVery interesting read, well done. The peacetime history of the California from her launch at Mare Island in1919 
to the attack on Dec.7, '41 is covered with numerous stories and is indeed a different era in our naval history. Add this 
volume, by G.F. Gruner, to the also newly released volume, by D. Doyle, "USS California: A Visual History of the 
Golden State Battleship BB-44" should leave you with as complete coverage of the Prune Barge as you could want. 
Blue Water Beat covered the post modernization combat career of the California and also explained why California 
wasn't returned and mothballed on the west coast at the end of the war, or considered for a museum ship. In brief: too 
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wide for the Canal and the Navy grouped the 14" BBs on the east coast, the 16" BBs on the west coast. Well 
researched, well written, well worth the purchase.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Richard E. ZanePleased with book.0 of 8 people found the following review helpful. It was a gift. The person who 
received it seemed thrilled to get it.By mperkin66I really don't know anything about this book because it was a gift. 
Not my kind of book.

USS California; was the Boss of the Battlewagons between the world wars during the Golden Era of the surface fleet. 
Especially designed as the home for three- and four-star admirals, she was considered a prime stepping stone to the 
office of Chief of Naval Operations. While nicknamed the Prune Barge by the rank-and-file whitehats who 
remembered her as a happy ship, the Navy hierarchy saw BB44 as a crisply run spic-and-span vessel operated strictly 
by the book. Flagship of the Pacific Fleet, when her signal flags were hoisted aloft the ships of the Battle Force were 
quick to obey. This is a story of the time when the U.S. Navy was the nation s first line of defense and the ranking 
military force; when scenes of America s dreadnoughts plowing through heavy seas around the world were popular 
newsreel highlights; when fleet visits, parades and shipboard open house displays drew throngs to naval events on both 
coasts. The attack on Pearl Harbor brought an end to all that, but BB44 still had a significant role to play in helping 
win the great battles still to come. Sunk at Pearl Harbor, the California was raised and rebuilt to meet the needs of 
modern warfare. The ship in its original configuration was the only battleship ever built from the ground up on the 
west coast. Follow those prideful times for the U.S. Navy through the highs and lows of the battleship age, as told in 
the saga of a great ship, the USS California.


