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Jim Webb : Born Fighting: How the Scots-Irish Shaped America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Born Fighting: How the Scots-Irish Shaped America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A very interesting, informative, and well written book.By Robert V. 
Rose, retired education researcherThis is a most interesting book. Senator Jim Webb, a southerner and Democrat, has 
Andrew Jackson as a hero. My own ancestors were veterans of the Union Army, and I would prefer John Quincey 
Adams, Abe Lincoln and Ronald Reagan to the slave owning, brawling and Indian-hating Jackson, but the book gives 
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a fascinating long history of the Scotts, their migrants to Ulster, and their wave of migration to the Appalachian back 
country. I'm originally a New Yorker, but now retired in northern Georgia, I once had a conversation with a local 
whose namepin was Irish, so I asked him if his ancestors were original Scots-Irish mountain men. He said his family 
tradition said they were, and that he was a jet fighter pilot in Vietnam. But Jackson, though a notorious phonetic 
speller who "never fully trusted a man who could think of only one way to spell a word". But Jackson was no doubt 
fluent at naming and writing the letters, and would have favored that in education. Most of our second graders are not; 
but then, Jackson didn't have to depend on teachers unions for campaign contributions. Politics aside, it's an excellent 
book.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Scot Irish History and What Makes Them TickBy Carol 
WilderI bought this book because I am Scots Irish whose ancestors were the pioneers Webb is talking about. It 
explained our culture and what made us that way. My parents left the hills of KY and WV after WWI for the rubber 
factories in Akron, OH. I spent very little time in the South, yet I identify with these people. This book gave lots of 
insight. I recommend it to anyone interested in American Culture.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Scots Irish PrideBy L.C. FanI am Ulster Scots Irish so am at risk of being biased. The book does a stirring job of 
energizing my Scots Irish spirit, since its main goal is to cite the important contribution that "race" has made to the 
history of the United States. The historical facts it relates are true. But, the conclusions reached can be considered 
subjective. If you are a history buff/scholar/afficianado, you will likely have a new framework against which to test 
your history knowledge/beliefs. The book has not made me abandoned any of mine. This book might otherwise seem 
to have appeal for a narrow audience. If you are a crtitical thinker yuou may get reading enjoyment from a decidely 
unusual look at our history. IThe book totally really resonanted with me. I can well relate to the traits Mr. Webb 
ascribes to the Scot Irish.For most of my life untilt the last two decades I have always said I was American. I believed 
in "e pluribus unum." But, the Great Society has made me rethink that notion. Now we all have to have a label to put 
in front of our "American." I am amazed at how many boxes you ccan check to identify your national origin. The list 
grows bigger every day. I am simply fed up with it. So, I am now a Scots Irish Transylvania Saxon American and 
proud of it. This book helped me get more Scots Irish proud.

More than 27 million Americans today can trace their lineage to the Scots, whose bloodline was stained by centuries 
of continuous warfare along the border between England and Scotland, and later in the bitter settlements of Englands 
Ulster Plantation in Northern Ireland. Between 250,000 and 400,000 Scots-Irish migrated to America in the eighteenth 
century, traveling in groups of families and bringing with them not only long experience as rebels and outcasts but also 
unparalleled skills as frontiersmen and guerrilla fighters. Their cultural identity reflected acute individualism, dislike 
of aristocracy and a military tradition, and, over time, the Scots-Irish defined the attitudes and values of the military, of 
working class America, and even of the peculiarly populist form of American democracy itself. Born Fighting is the 
first book to chronicle the full journey of this remarkable cultural group, and the profound, but unrecognized, role it 
has played in the shaping of America. Written with the storytelling verve that has earned his works such acclaim as 
captivating . . . unforgettable (the Wall Street Journal on Lost Soliders), Scots-Irishman James Webb, Vietnam combat 
veteran and former Naval Secretary, traces the history of his people, beginning nearly two thousand years ago at 
Hadrians Wall, when the nation of Scotland was formed north of the Wall through armed conflict in contrast to 
Englands formation to the south through commerce and trade. Webb recounts the Scots odysseytheir clashes with the 
English in Scotland and then in Ulster, their retreat from one war-ravaged land to another. Through engrossing 
chronicles of the challenges the Scots-Irish faced, Webb vividly portrays how they developed the qualities that helped 
settle the American frontier and define the American character. Born Fighting shows that the Scots-Irish were 40 
percent of the Revolutionary War army; they included the pioneers Daniel Boone, Lewis and Clark, Davy Crockett, 
and Sam Houston; they were the writers Edgar Allan Poe and Mark Twain; and they have given America numerous 
great military leaders, including Stonewall Jackson, Ulysses S. Grant, Audie Murphy, and George S. Patton, as well as 
most of the soldiers of the Confederacy (only 5 percent of whom owned slaves, and who fought against what they 
viewed as an invading army). It illustrates how the Scots-Irish redefined American politics, creating the populist 
movement and giving the country a dozen presidents, including Andrew Jackson, Teddy Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, 
Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton. And it explores how the Scots-Irish culture of isolation, hard luck, stubbornness, and 
mistrust of the nations elite formed and still dominates blue-collar America, the military services, the Bible Belt, and 
country music. Both a distinguished work of cultural history and a human drama that speaks straight to the heart of 
contemporary America, Born Fighting reintroduces America to its most powerful, patriotic, and individualistic cultural 
groupone too often ignored or taken for granted.

From Publishers WeeklyFormer navy secretary Webb (Fields of Fire; etc.) wants not only to offer a history of the 
Scots-Irish but to redeem them from their redneck, hillbilly stereotype and place them at the center of American 
history and culture. As Webb relates, the Scots-Irish first emigrated to the U.S., 200,000 to 400,000 strong, in four 
waves during the 18th century, settling primarily in Appalachia before spreading west and south. Webb's thesis is that 
the Scots-Irish, with their rugged individualism, warrior culture built on extended familial groups (the "kind of people 



who would die in place rather than retreat") and an instinctive mistrust of authority, created an American culture that 
mirrors these traits. Webb has a genuine flair for describing the battles the Scots-Irish fought during their history, but 
his analysis of their role in America's social and political history is, ironically for someone trying to crush stereotypes, 
fixated on what he sees, in almost Manichaean terms, as a class conflict between the Scots-Irish and America's 
"paternalistic Ivy League-centered, media-connected, politically correct power centers." He even excuses resistance to 
the "Northern-dominated" Civil Rights movement. Another glaring weakness is the virtual absence of women from the 
sociological narrative. Webb interweaves his own Scots-Irish family history throughout the book with some success, 
but by and large his writing and analysis are overwhelmed by romanticism. Copyright Reed Business Information, a 
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist*Starred * In telling the story of the Scots-Irish in 
America as a robust and passionate tale, novelist Webb writes straightforward, no-nonsense, readable history that clips 
right along while it is also very personal and highly idiosyncratic about a people who, he claims, are largely invisible--
taken for granted--to the general public and who, seldom thinking of themselves in ethnic identity terms, mostly don't 
know their culture. Webb maintains that Scots-Irish attitudes form the bedrock of American society, especially among 
the working class. Scots-Irish culture has produced American presidents from Andrew Jackson to Bill Clinton, soldiers 
from Ulysses S. Grant to George Patton, pioneers, preachers, and others whose most common characteristics may be 
described as fierce individualism, persistent egalitarianism, and a strong sense of personal honor. Perhaps the most 
visible examples of broad and ongoing Scots-Irish legacy are the fundamentalist Christianity (a potent combination of 
Scottish Calvinism and headstrong populism) of America's Bible Belt and country music. Webb begins the Scots-Irish 
saga in Scotland, where, he says, the Scots-Irish character was formed, moves on to the Ulster Scots of what is now 
Northern Ireland, and follows them to the Appalachians and points beyond as well as through the American 
Revolution, the Civil War, and up to the present day. Popular history at its finest. June SawyersCopyright American 
Library Association. All rights reserved Born Fighting is a bombshellor else the most brilliant battle flare ever 
launched by a book. James Webb reveals the all-but-invisible ethnic group that has created the core beliefs of 
democracy American-style: our rights come from God, not the Government; all of us are born equal, and born 
aristocrats dont exist; and tread on either of those two truths, and well fight you down to the last unbroken hyoid bone. 
The Scots-Irish, for such is their name, have fought all our wars for us, including Vietnam. James Webb was there, and 
he can count. He has written not only an engrossing story but also an important work of sociological history in the 
tradition of the great James Graham Leyburn.Tom Wolfe 


