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Gisela Wicks : Born into Hitler's War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Born into Hitler's War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Born into Hitler's War--A compelling account of a young girl's 
survival!By Sheila D. HuffI anxiously awaited the completion of this book not only because Gisela's daughter Claudia 
is my best friend, but because I have been a big fan of hers for years. Her life after leaving Germany and coming to the 
United States is also quite a saga--(I personally think she should have written a longer book to include the later years, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1493169483


or maybe she should do a sequel!) so I knew that the early years would be interesting and engaging. I wasn't 
disappointed. It was the personal connection that initially made me want to read the story, but after the third or fourth 
page, I was hooked. She does a superlative job of painting the bleak picture that was her very early childhood, without 
invoking a tremendous amount of pity from the reader. You sense that she will overcome this time in her life and be 
all the stronger--and you will be right! For those of us who have never lived through the trauma, famine and personal 
losses so common in war torn Germany, this book is an eye opener. It gives a clear look into the actual lives of the 
people who had to be tough to survive--because they had no other choice. I'm so proud that Gisela was able to paint 
this so vividly for the reader.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This memoir reads like fiction yet is 
better than fictionBy Sam SmartThis memoir reads like fiction yet is better than fiction. Even the numerous errors in 
punctuation lend a kind of reality to the book. At first, I thought, "How sad that the book couldn't have been edited 
better" then found myself enchanted by them, comparing it to paintings by Grandma Moses. Like her, this book fits 
into a kind of Folk Art genre; not perfect but beautifully written, non-the-less. The point of view is different from 
anything I've read before: Hitler's war as witnessed by one of Germany's citizens as she grows up during the Nazi 
occupation of her beloved country. Not at all condescending or arrogant. Simply the story told in detail; details that 
dramatize without belaboring the point. A must-read for anyone who loves history.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. A great read of life at the end of WWII and behind the Iron CurtainBy CustomerThis is a wonderful 
book recommended to me by the owner of the local yarn shop and the author's daughter. It gives a rare and detailed 
glimpse behind the iron curtain after WWII. The author is able to recall such vivid details of how food was prepared 
and daily life was lived under extreme hardship and shortages. Unfortunately the book ends rather abruptly when the 
family is able to escape to West Berlin when the author is 18. It would have been wonderful to hear how the family 
made their life adjustments to the "riches" of living in the west and the authori's eventual move to America.

This memoir is the story of my childhood and teen years. It begins when I was very young, having to live with at 
spiteful, unloving stepmother, surviving the hardship of World War II, fearing the Russian fronts approach from the 
east, fleeing from them and the bombings from the Allies advancing from the west.After the end of war, still a little 
girl, I was terrified of the Russian soldiers and war prisoners who roamed our countryside. I heard women scream 
while being raped. I endured the sorrow of losing my beloved father and my stepmother's unrestrained cruelty. My 
agony finally ended with my reunion of my real mother and loving Oma.
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