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Oscar Handlin : Boston's Immigrants, 1790-1880: A Study in Acculturation, Enlarged Edition  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Boston's Immigrants, 1790-
1880: A Study in Acculturation, Enlarged Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. an excellent presentation of a problem (iBy MarianThis is a rewrite 
of Handlin's 1941 doctoral dissertation at Harvard and has all the advantages and problems of that format: an excellent 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674079868


presentation of a problem (i.e., mainly the Irish in Boston), as well as such of wealth of detail that one sometimes gets 
bogged down. But well-written, well argued, and still a classic over half a century later.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great! Superb service etcBy Joyce BurksGreat! Superb service etc. Many thanks! Haven't 
read the book yet, but will: it's our assignment for next book club meeting, and the recommender knows his business, 
so I'm expecting the best.0 of 15 people found the following review helpful. BOSTON'S IMMIGRANTS, 1790-1880 
A STUDY IN ACCULTURATION, ENLARGED EDITIONBy Arleen BrinkmoellerRECEIVED IN A GOOD 
AMOUNT OF TIME AND GOOD CONDITION

As fresh in 1991 as when it first published a half-century ago, Boston's Immigrants illuminates the history of a 
particular city and an important phase of the American experience. Focusing on the life of people from the perspective 
of the social historian, the book explores a wide range of subjects: peasants society and the cause of European 
migration, population growth and industrial development, the ideology of progress and Catholic thought, and urban 
politics and the dynamic of prejudice. A generation of students and scholars has profited from its insights, and general 
readers have enjoyed its lively style. A new preface by the author reflects upon the book's intellectual origins.

An excellent case study in the great problem of social assimilation. One feature, among others, that stands out clearly 
is its refutation of the all-too-comforting and popular notion that the American community, local or national, has been 
able to accept great contingencies of foreign population without experiencing significant and lasting modifications of 
its own cultural features. (American Sociological )This book has helped raise this field of American studies to a high 
level of distinction and satisfaction. (Nathan Glazer New Leader)Handlin has opened a new field for historical 
research. (William F. Whyte American Journal of Sociology)From the Back CoverThis book explores a wide range of 
subjects: peasant society and the causes of European migration, population growth and industrial development, the 
ideology of progress and Catholic thought, and urban politics and the dynamics of prejudice.About the AuthorOscar 
Handlin, a Pulitzer Prizewinning historian, was Carl M. Loeb University Professor, Emeritus, at Harvard University. 
He was the editor of This Was America. 


