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Dan Beattie : Brandy Station 1863: First step towards Gettysburg (Campaign)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Brandy Station 1863: First step towards Gettysburg 
(Campaign): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent accounting of the Brandy Station battleBy 17thVaInfThis 
book shines as an excellent accounting of the Brandy Station battle. Unlike many of the Osprey battle series that only 
touch the surface of larger battles, perhaps because they are so complex, this format works really well for a battle of 
the Brandy Station scale. It provides appropriate detail at a regimental and brigade level that could not be achieved 
with other Osprey books such as their treatment of Fredericksburg for example. As a result it is much more than the 
30,000ft overview with a couple of detailed cameos that you usually get from Osprey. It provides as much detail as 
most of us will ever need on this dramatic event. Having visited the battlefield the maps are an excellent resource. I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1846033047


did feel the authors were a little harsh on Stuart who after his initial setback appears to have handled the battle with his 
usual skill. Overall though, an excellent work.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Battle of Brandy 
StationBy mahdi1rayThis is a well written and well researched book. It holds the reader's attention in a compelling 
manner. Easy to read. A must for all miniature war gamers especially American Civil War aficionados. Helpful to 
Civil War re-enactors Of general interest to all historians and antiquarians.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy C. HarteExcellent book!

The road to Gettysburg began at Brandy Station on June 9, 1863 during the American Civil War (1861-1865). 
However, the cavalry clash in Culpeper County, Virginia, counts for more than just the opening round of Lee's second 
invasion of the North. The battle showed both sides that the Federal cavalry had now come of age, that Blue and Gray 
horsemen were now equal in ability. Early in the morning on June 9, Pleasanton launched his men, split into two 
divisions, across the Rappahannock at Beverley's Ford to the north of Brandy Station and Kelly's Ford to the south. 
Stuart was caught completely unaware by these maneuvers and his lines and headquarters were nearly overrun until 
reinforcements helped to stabilize the situation. Following 12 hours of bitter fighting the Union forces withdrew back 
across the river, having matched the Confederate cavalry in skill and determination for the first time in the War 
between the States in what was the largest and most hotly contested clash of sabers in this long and bloody war.This 
book describes the battle with a step-by-step analysis of the proceedings, illustrated with detailed maps, birds-eye-
views and full color battlescene artwork.

“In short, this book is an excellent overview of the initial battle of the Gettysburg Campaign.” ?Jeff Grim, Collected 
Miscellany, www.collectedmiscellany.com (February 2009)About the AuthorDaniel Beattie is a former librarian, New 
York City welfare investigator, infantryman, Public Information Officer for the USDA Forest Service, professor of 
History and Political Science, and businessman. He earned a BA from the City University of New York, and a MA 
and PhD in History from Duke University. For many years he served on the Boards of Trustees of the Association for 
the Preservation of Civil War Sites and the Civil War Preservation Trust, and has received the highest Preservationist 
Award of both groups. He sat on the Board of the Brandy Station Foundation for about 10 years. He has been 
instrumental in saving each of the preserved parcels of land of Brandy Station battlefield. The author lives in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 


