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Angus Konstam : British Heavy Cruisers 1939–45 (New Vanguard)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised British Heavy Cruisers 1939–45 (New Vanguard): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. British Crusiers WW 2By K.SchneiderMr. Konstam has written 
several Osprey books and this on is just as good as the others! This time he deals with the British Treaty Cruisers of 
WW2 and does an outstanding job of giving the read history, weapons, photo and drawings in a small volume.He give 
the read information about each class of ship plus there pros and con's showing how Policy makers rather then naval 
need created these ships.If you buy it on kindle the drawing and text can get separated.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Focus on WWII Brit maids-of-all-work...By excelsiorNot a very common subject despite 
broad applications in all theaters; continuing the tradition of the far-ranging, Horatio Hornblower,C.S. Forester/Alistari 
MacLean frigate/cruiser Captains....gives brief history of individual ships, used similarly to post-Pearl Harbor 
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American cruisers, as nearest thing to capital ships that were available at the time. HMS Belfast, largest Brit lt cruiser, 
and USS Salem, post-WWII super-heavy cruiser are only survivors extant...Excelsior,madMark0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A very good series, I recommend them allBy Robert AbelCompanion Volume to the light 
cruisers, this one covers the heavy cruisers of WW II in the British navy. From the elegent County classes, to their 
follow ons, Each ship is well covered, even to the wartime camo schemes each carried. A very good series, I 
recommend them all.

The idea of a heavy cruiser emerged in the aftermath of the First World War, and was closely linked to the limits set 
by the inter-war Washington Treaty on naval armament. The pre-Great War concept of armoured cruisers had been 
abandoned, but in their stead the Admiralty saw a place for powerful cruisers, able to patrol the sea lanes of the British 
Empire, and which were well-enough armed that they could destroy enemy commerce cruisers of the kind used by the 
Germans in the last war.The result was a group of British warships which were collectively known as the "Washington 
Treaty Cruisers", which did everything the Admiralty wanted, but which fitted within the limits imposed by the 
Washington Treaty - an armament of 8-inch guns, and a displacement of less than 10,000 tons. These impressive 
cruisers were high-sided, spacious and stately - perfect peacetime ambassadors for British power. In war they also 
packed a considerable punch. While they all carried powerful 8-inch guns, they were also given an effective armoured 
belt, making them proof against any foreign cruisers then in service. During the Second World War the Royal Navy's 
thirteen heavy cruisers saw service in every theatre of war, whether taking part in major sea battles in the 
Mediterranean, delivering the coup de grace to the Bismarck in the North Atlantic, or enduring the unwanted attention 
of kamikaze pilots in the Pacific.

“...enthusiasts will find his pithy précis an excellent introduction to this spellbinding subject.” ?David L. Veres, 
www.cybermodeler.comAbout the AuthorAngus Konstam hails from the Orkney Islands, and is the author of over 50 
books, 30 of which are published by Osprey. This acclaimed and widely published author has written several books on 
piracy, including The History of Pirates, and Blackbeard: America's Most Notorious Pirate. A former naval officer and 
museum professional, he worked as the Curator of Weapons at the Tower of London and as the Chief Curator of the 
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Florida. He now works as a full-time author and historian, and lives in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 


