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Dr Piers Mackesy, Piers Mackesy : British Victory in Egypt, 1801: The End of Napoleon's Conquest  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised British Victory in Egypt, 
1801: The End of Napoleon's Conquest: 

In 1800 the British Army was the laughing-stock of Europe. A year later, after forty years of failure, its honour and 
reputation had been redeemed. British Victory in Egypt, 1801 recounts and analyses the story of the expeditionary 
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force that ejected Bonaparte's crack troops from Egypt. Piers Mackesy shows how the future of the British Empire 
depended on the dislodging of the Napoleonic force in the Middle East. Outlining the daring assault and the masterly 
planning and discipline that brought victory against the odds, this book also reveals how vital Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
an elderly Scot and leader of the army, was to the final success of the venture. The part played in the victory by the 
Highland regiments is still celebrated in Scotland. British Victory In Egypt, 1801 charts a critical episode in European 
and military history. It also reveals the training, tactics and strategy of a unique campaign and its executors.

`Mackesy has here written military history of the best sort; humane, perceptive and above all full of the sense of men 
taking difficult decisions under extreme stress.' - Times Literary Supplement`A clear, readable account of an exciting 
an momentous campaign, Piers Mackesy's study reclaims for the historical page an episode wrongley consigned to the 
footnotes and restores to the pantheon a forgotten Scottish hero.' - The Scotsman`The result is a fine example of classic 
military history based upon high scholarship and fine discussion...Mackesy has written a definitive study; we should 
not require a successor for at least another generation' - David G. Chandler, International History (Canada)`Piers 
Mackesy...does full justice to the tale...his knowledge of the sources is awe-inspiring...he writes clearly, and 
vigorously' - - Books in Scotland`Based on extensive and wide-ranging archival research in British holdings, though 
not, alas, those of the French opponent, this is an excellent campaign history that simultaneously covers an important 
campaign and throws light on the potential and limitations of warfare in the 1800s, particularly transmarine 
warfare...Aside from its scholarly interest and value, Mackesy's book is well written. Though jade by marking too 
many exam scripts, this reviewer found the book exciting and enlivening - - Jeremy Black, War in History -`By 
consulting every conceivable printed authority, French and English, and a quantity of new manuscript material, Dr 
Mackesy has been able to give a colour and a richness to his account absent from any that have gone before, and he 
has made of it not only a very good `read', as they say, but thoroughly sound history besides...a worthy recipient of the 
Templar Medal'.- - Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research`What Piers Mackesy has given us here is 
military history of a high order, clear in its detail, and meticulously based on archival research.' - Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic SocietyAbout the AuthorPiers Mackesy is Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford. He is also a Fellow 
of the British academy. 


