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Frederick M. Finney : Call to the Land of Promise  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Call to the Land of Promise: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I would recommend to anyone interested in Dayton’s racial history 
during the ...By HappyCamper52As a participant in the Dayton, Ohio Model Cities Program, Mr. Finney provides an 
eye-witness account of the implementation and ultimate demise of the federally funded initiative. His narrative details 
the impact of personnel, bureaucracy, class, politics, race and racism individually and collectively shaping this 
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endeavor. His history of the black community gives context to the participants. This is a fast read. I would recommend 
to anyone interested in Dayton’s racial history during the sixties. The book recounts a piece of that history that would 
have been lost to time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Intriguing historical events regarding "Model 
Cities ProjectsBy ELVERIA BROWN-GOOLSBYI moved from Charleston Wv to Dayton, Oh in 1996. My total 
knowledge of Dayton was that it is the city of the " Birth of aviation" the Birthplace of the Wright Brothers ,and the 
home of WPAFB. Mr. Frederick Finney's historical events written in his book gives an excellent overview of Dayton's 
founders and beginnings. He writes about The migration of African Americans to Dayton and the affects that African 
Americans had upon the city in relation with the whites.He descibes the economical, political, housing and social 
aspects of Blacks in relation to Whites. Mr Finney also analyzed and evaluated "The Model Cities Project from 1969 
thru 1975. He touches on many prominent citizens of Dayton and their impact on civil rights, politics and social 
justice. This is a must read for anyone who is interested in The struggles of African Americans in Dayton, OhioEB 
Goolsby1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A must readBy Tami Rhoads CustomerI purchased this 
book during our church's Black History Celebration. I live in Dayton Ohio and was fascinated by the history behind so 
many organizations and folks who I had grown up reading in the newspaper and seeing on the local news. It depicts 
the struggles of Black Americans' for respect and economic survival in Dayton Ohio during the early 1900's thru the 
50's and beyond, If you grow up in Dayton or live here now this is a local history of book that you need to read.

Imagine migrating to Dayton, Ohio as an African-American at the turn of the 20th century to the great promise of 
opportunity beckoning you in the North. Instead you find a “northern city with a southern exposure.” De facto 
segregation is persistent over time. Finney presents a historical view of African American migration and the 
importance of Dayton as a “factory town.” Finney traces early black protests, community and political leaders, and 
ultimately the advent of the Dayton Model Cities Program with empowering the black community to participate in the 
governmental and economic structures of the larger Dayton community. In the 1970s Dayton became part of the 
federal “Model Cities Program,” a feature of President Lyndon Johnson’s “War on Poverty.” Dayton's Model Cities 
Program was successful in creating a system of citizen participation in the black community of West Dayton to 
identify and address community needs. Frederick M. Finney served as Program Evaluation Director for the Dayton 
Model Cities Program. It is through his recollections and insight that we encounter a previously untold part of 
Dayton’s history. Finney died in 2008. His manuscript and notes were organized by Gladys Turner Finney, his wife, 
under the title, Call to the Land of Promise.


