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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Jeffrey Patrick Presents Wilson's Creek Battlefield HistoryBy 
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ShowMeMuleI have read most histories on this battle and I had thought I knew just about everything. I purchased this 
book to review before recommending it for colleagues of mine. Rather than a rehash of other work, Patrick presents 
his knowledge on particulars before, during, and after the battle. For example, he covers a forgotten explanation on the 
actions at the skirmish of Dug Springs, that proceeded the battle. For this coverage and others, one will not know the 
full story without reading this book. These insights that Patrick sprinkles throughout the book, make the book not only 
hearty reading for the novice but makes it essential for the well-read armchair historian as well. While Professor 
William Piston, remains the most comprehensive author on the Battle of Wilson's Creek, Patrick's book may be the 
best quick-read on the battle.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Account of the BattleBy 
Jeffery StewartThis account of the Battle of Wilson's Creek is a very solid introduction to the campaign and battle. The 
author keeps his focus and does not give a long background story or get off track with side stories. The writing is clear 
and easy to follow and understand. The maps are first rate; they are easy to understand and there are many of them. 
This book is one of the best in this series and I recommended it.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Quick, Detailed ImpressiveBy Mark LongstrothThis little book is an easy read and a good introduction to the initial 
military campaign in Missouri in 1861. I learned a lot I did not know and I would recommend it to others. The author 
makes good use of maps to help the reader. There were basically 2 maps, an outline of Missouri and another of the 
battlefield. The author used them repeatedly to show the movement of the forces in Missouri and on the battlefield. 
The Missouri map lacked detail of the topography of the state but helped the reader visualize the big picture. Smaller 
scale movements in the SW corner of the state were shown but did not add much detail other than to show the 
movements around Springfield. The battlefield map had too much detail of topography and fields but helped greatly to 
understand the battle. The best feature of the book was the cameos of principle players with a picture and several 
paragraphs on their life. Period pictures, engravings and drawing also supplemented the text. With all the visual aids 
the book was a quick enjoyable read.

In early 1861, most Missourians hoped they could remain neutral in the upcoming conflict between North and South. 
In fact, a popularly elected state convention voted in March of that year that "no adequate cause" existed to compel 
Missouri to leave the Union. Instead, Missourians saw themselves as ideologically centered between the radical 
notions of abolition and secession. By that summer, however, the situation had deteriorated dramatically. Because of 
the actions of politicians and soldiers such as Missouri Governor Claiborne Jackson and Union General Nathaniel 
Lyon, Missourians found themselves forced to take sides. Campaign for Wilson's Creek is a fascinating story of high-
stakes military gambles, aggressive leadership, and lost opportunities. It is also a tale of unique military units, untried 
but determined commanders, colorful volunteers, and professional soldiers. The first major campaign of the Civil War 
west of the Mississippi River guaranteed that Missourians would be engaged in a long, cruel civil war within the 
larger, national struggle.

"Patrick provides an excellent overview of the campaign and battle of Wilson's Creek, the second major Confederate 
victory of the Civil War. Patrick's extensive research, use of lively quotations, and strong narrative combine for a 
compelling story." -Wilson Piston 


