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William Bradford Huie : Can Do!: The Story of the Seabees (Bluejacket Books)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Can Do!: The Story of the Seabees (Bluejacket Books): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Unsung HeroesBy John SpahrWhile not an exciting book, it 
does an excellent job of bringing to light some of the unsung heroes of World War II. People tend to think of the War 
as a series of battles with infantry and artillery blasting and it is easy to overlook the tremendous efforts of the Seebees 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1557503796


in building and preparing the buildings and roads and airstrips and communications and supply depots and mess 
halls.... and the list goes on and on. I gained a tremendous respect for the Seabees with this book and I recommend it to 
all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy geneayerswhat i wanted thank you0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. SEABEE HistoryBy EOCLACOVery good book on why, how and things the 
SEABEES did. Written at the end of World War 2 (Fighting was still going on and plans for invading Japan) kept the 
author from telling somethings. References to Japanese as JAPS can problem turn some people off, but probably 
should remember what was going on in the world at the time it was written. Story about South Pacific natives and a 
goat was funny. I was a SEABEE for 27 years in the Naval Reserves and didn't know some of the things this book said 
the BEES did.

When William Bradford Huie, a reporter for H. L. Mencken's American Mercury, joined the U.S. Navy in 1943, he 
received a commission as a public relations officer in the little-known Civil Engineer's Corps Construction Battalions--
the Seabees. With the publication of Can Do! the following year, Americans soon came to appreciate the significance 
of the corps's work and the danger of their wartime activities. As readable and entertaining today as it was some fifty 
years ago, this account tells the story of the Seabees who landed with the Marines at Guadalcanal and Wake Island, 
Sicily and Salerno. Experienced civilian engineers, carpenters, steam-shovel operators, plumbers, truck drivers, 
surveyors, and the like, they landed with the first waves of American assault troops, bringing heavy equipment ashore 
to build roads, bridges, and airfields and repair whatever they could. Often working under enemy fire, they incurred 
many casualties and won the deep respect of everyone who came into contact with them.Huie's book is filled with 
spirited accounts of the Seabees's achievements in the Aleutians, the South Sea islands, Europe, and Africa. A 
passionate and convincing advocate, Huie wrote the book not only to call attention to their accomplishments but to 
serve as an inspiration to others, and he often has the Seabees tell their stories in their own words. Appendixes offer 
valuable details, including lists of casualties, award recipients, and Seabees' poems. An introduction by Donald R. 
Noble is included in this new paperback edition.

About the AuthorWilliam Bradford Huie (1910-1986) was an Alabama journalist, novelist, and author of many books, 
including "The Americanization of Emily", "The Execution of Private Slovik", "The Revolt of Mamie Stover", "Mud 
on the Stars" (all made into films), and "Wolf Whistle". 


