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Jonathan Leach : Captain of the 95th (Rifles) an Officer of Wellington's Sharpshooters During the Peninsular, 
South of France and Waterloo Campaigns of the Napoleonic  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Captain of the 95th (Rifles) an Officer of Wellington's Sharpshooters During 
the Peninsular, South of France and Waterloo Campaigns of the Napoleonic: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this book has little in the way of detail concerning what it was like to 
be one of the famous green RiflemenBy HowardThis book should be essential reading for anyone interested in the era, 
but it misses that mark. Captain Leach's chief qualification for writing about the 95th Rifles in the Peninsular 
campaigns is the fact that he was there. Past that, this book has little in the way of detail concerning what it was like to 
be one of the famous green Riflemen, actively involved in some of the greatest battles and campaigns of the 
Napoleonic era. The book has no illustrations, and indeed contains not even a single map. It's more of a "this happened 
on this date, and this happened the following day" kind of memoir. Each time historic context was sorely needed, 
Leach wrote something like, "Better pens than mine have written extensively about [this] episode; I can add nothing 
meaningful". The modern reader is left without any context or background. The prose is dated and somewhat 
cumbersome, and this doesn't help. Riflemen of the 95th were chosen for their intelligence, and most were literate. 
Several wrote books and memoirs, and I wish that I could recommend another book. Unfortunately, this is the first one 
of it's kind that I've read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerOUTSTANDING 
VIEW OF PENINSULA WAR THROUGH EYES OF OFFICER RIGHT THERE7 of 8 people found the following 
review helpful. InsightBy JewelThis was an easy read. I was expecting a heavy blow by blow tome. This turned out to 
be the notes/diary of a young man caught up in war. It showed the joy and foolhardiness of youth but gave insight into 
the life on the march. I walked, rode and struggled with this young captain. This is a book I will read again to see what 
I missed in my 1st read.

A Must for Peninsular War enthusiasts and all those interested in the famous green Riflemen Captain Leach brings his 
military experiences during the Napoleonic Wars into sharp relief. We share the rigours of campaigning and dangers 
of the battlefield, but his descriptions of the events in the broader military scene and his description of the country 
through which he journeys assist in bringing the era to life for everyone interested in the adventures of this famous 
regiment and its men.

From the PublisherThis book of Jonathan Leach’s Captain of the 95th Rifles in its unedited and unabridged form – the 
whole Rifleman! It is not a facsimile – all the typesetting is new, clean and legible. It forms part of a series of accounts 
by rifleman published by Leonaur who also offer other Napoleonic history books.This book is one of several in our 
‘Eyewitness to War’ series. Jonathan Leach is expensive on the antiquarian market but it is now available at normal 
paperback price. There’s also a hardcover cloth bound with dustwrapper version at a price less than some facsimile 
paperbacks. This book will not appear on the publisher’s remainders market. Enjoy. 


