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Newton Chamberlin  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting and informative.By Ronald E. MitchellThis is the 
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story of my great-great grandfather's Civil War service. Interesting to see the viewpoint of a regular farmer from New 
York State on the war and the racial tensions of that time period. Thankful for the work of my (somewhat distant) 
cousin in compiling this history.Sue Harris Mitchell0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I know it's a 
good one if I want moreBy Jerry F.When I finish a book, I know it's a good one if I want more, and I wanted more. 
That the family still has these letters is amazing, and that Mr. Bisbee and his team took the time to write and publish 
this book with as much historical context as was available, well, I can't thank them enough. It is a gift of insight into 
the past that would have been lost without his/their efforts. Captain Chamberlin had remarkable introspection and 
insight that is shared through his letters. Melanie R.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy 
Kimberly BurgerInteresting true read about unusually unheard of Civil War regiments. Highly recommend.

I have stood by their side in the grim conflict," wrote Union Captain John Chamberlin of the Corps d'Afrique. "Woe to 
the nation that long withholds their rights from them." Chamberlin spent nearly five years in the South during and after 
the Civil War. A well read, observant and articulate writer, he recorded his unique perspective as a commander of 
black soldiers and engineers. More than everyday accounts of camp life and battles, Chamberlin's letters and diaries --
here presented in historical context--give an insider's view of the Union army's relationship with black troops and of 
the political and social implications of wartime events. Late in the war, his correspondence focused on a schoolmate, 
Anna Bullock, and their burgeoning relationship.

"Chamberlin's detailed diary and letters comprise perhaps a unique firsthand record of the service of black engineers in 
the western and Trans-Mississippi theaters, with the eloquence of the writer's political and social commentary an 
added benefit to the modern reader. Well read Civil War students are always looking for something fresh and new, and 
this volume certainly possesses those sought after qualities"--Civil War Books and Authors; "This history is unique in 
that it is an account of life amongst African American soldiers. A very detailed account of their activities...a well 
presented and excellent portrayal of a little discussed aspect of Civil War history. The reader will gain much insight 
into a common man serving in an obscure unit, in a remote region, whose service is largely unheralded, despite the 
fact that their performance was a vital part of Union efforts. Highly recommend[ed]"--Civil War News.About the 
AuthorRetired college professor John Bisbee lives in Fort Collins, Colorado. 


