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Patricia Guthrie: Catching Sense: African American Communitieson a South Carolina Sealsland before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Catching Sense: African
American Communities on a South Carolina Sea |sland:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. black communities on so carolinaisland, decende nts of slavesBy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0897894251

docgoldi was disappointed because it was redundant and seemed research oriented but by one person'sinterviews and
assumptions.

Plantation membership, an important association that continues to carry meaning in today's African-American
communities on the Sea Islands, depends on one's residence between the ages of two and 12. Thisis the time when one
catches sense, or learns the difference between right and wrong and the meaning of social relationships. Plantation
membership confers rights and duties to its members for life, particularly in the areas of dispute settlement,
adjudication, and status confirmation. The praise house system, which was the focal point of plantation life, is
analyzed historically and in terms of the ethnographic present. Guthrie, an African-American anthropologist, believes
that much of what she witnessed on St. Helena during her field research was a response to the experience of slavery
when identity was derived from plantation residency rather than from mother, father, or place of birth.

"Guthrie's brief but vaulable work on the African American communities of the South Carolinaislands (a perennial
scholarly concern) focuses on St. Helena. Her thorough anthropological research yields an insightful cultural study
that will interest awide variety of scholars and specialists in American race and ethnicity.”-Choice?Guthrie's brief but
vaulable work on the African American communities of the South Carolinaislands (a perennia scholarly concern)
focuses on St. Helena. Her thorough anthropological research yields an insightful cultural study that will interest a
wide variety of scholars and specialistsin American race and ethnicity.?-ChoiceAbout the AuthorPATRICIA
GUTHRIE isdirector of the Women's Studies Program at California State University, Hayward, where sheis
Associate Professor in the Department of Human Development. She is the author of many articles on racism, women's
lives, and the African American community.



