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Al Lawrence, Elshan Moradiabadi : Chess and the Art of War: Ancient Wisdom to Make You a Better Player 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chess and the Art of 
War: Ancient Wisdom to Make You a Better Player: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. He flipped out and loved it. The book arrived used and looked new 
...By Suzanne Mattes-BennettThis was a gift for a friend who is really a chess and war strategy nut. He flipped out and 
loved it. The book arrived used and looked new and had not been opened.4 of 4 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0785832815


helpful. This is a really good book for beginners to learn the basicsBy WKSwansonThis is a really good book for 
beginners to learn the basics, but there is also a lot in there about general strategies and tactics for advanced learners. I 
bought 4 copies for the kids in the high school where I teach to help them get a sense of the game. They, boys and 
girls, like the book quite well and say that it has taught them a lot. When teens like a book, that is quite an 
accomplishment.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. I am so disappointed about this bookBy Dan LiI am 
so disappointed about this book, because the book is not really about Art of War and Chess, it is just about Chess, the 
Art of War part was all messed up. First of all the book do not talk about the Art of War in its entirety, but only give 
you some short quote of the Art of War. Most of the thing the book claim is from Art of War can not even be found in 
the Art of War, and the parts may be from the Art of War was all translated in the wrong way (you will end up 
learning things made up by the Author, not from the actual Art of War. ) The Author clearly do not understand Art of 
War at all. The book give you completely wrong idea of the Art of War. This book will make you dumb (if you quote 
anything from this book, those who understand the Art of War will laugh at you), and is total waste of your 
time.Example of the BS in the book:Page 46: "The direct and the indirect lead on to each other in turn. It is like 
moving in a circle -- you never come to and end. Who can exhaust the possibilities of their combination?" The "direct 
and indirect" is a mistranslation of Chinese word "??", it is a complex word even most Chinese do not understand it 
truly, and I have no time to explain it here, but it is certain not meaning direct and indirect, it has nothing to do with 
it!Page 68 quoted from the Art of War: "He who knows these things, and in fighting puts his knowledge into practice, 
will win his battle. He who knows them not, nor practises them, will surely be defeated." The author claim that this 
means you need practice more in order to win the battle. This make sense except it is not what Art of War never said 
it.Page 75 quoted from the Art of War:" The rules of Stratedgy are few and simple, they may be learned in a week". 
Never seen such thing in the Art War.I don't have time to list all the errors in the book, they are about 80% of the 
whole book! The author never bothered to read the real book of Art of War, instead they looked up some fake quote or 
mistranslation of the real book.If you want to learn fake Chinese wisdom, go ahead buy this book.By the way, If you 
doubt what I am saying, I can tell you this, I have been studying Art of War since I was a child, my father is expert on 
Art of War in China, his name is Li Ling, if you don't believe, just look my father up on the internet.Don't learn the 
fake stuff!

Inside Chess and the Art of War, you'll find an ancient military history drawn from and adapted into a helpful guide on 
how to become a chess master at any skill level. 2,500 years ago Sun Tzu wrote a military treatise called The Art of 
War. Since then, the book has been used not just by military tacticians but by business leaders, planners, traders, 
politicians, and even sports coaches. Here, Sun Tzu's lessons are applied to how to play a winning game of 
chess.Chess is not an easy game to learn, nor an easy game to master, even if you've been playing chess for years. In 
Chess and the Art of War author and chess teacher Al Lawrence and International Grandmaster Elshan Moradiabadi 
have studied Tzu and drawn on his philosophies to deliver 40 fascinating lessons organized into the opening, the 
middlegame, and the end game. Illustrated with extracts from classic chess games, the authors prove that playing by 
Sun Tzu's philosophies will make you a skilled opponent and a winning player. Whether you're a beginner or a 
tournament veteran, Sun Tzu's ancient lessons in Chess and the Art of War will teach you something new and useful 
on and off the chessboard.

About the AuthorAl Lawrence is Director of the Texas Tech Chess Program and former Executive Director for the 
USCF and World Chess Hall of Fame. Al is an award-winning author, journalist, and editor. He is co-author of the 
second edition of The Chess Player's Bible.Elshan Moradiabadi is an International Chess Grandmaster from Iran. Now 
based in the US, he is currently studying for a PhD and is a professional chess coach and commentator. 


