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From Audrey Edwards : Children of the Dream: The Psychology of Black Success  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Children of the Dream: The Psychology of Black 
Success: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Very Inspiring ReadBy mixedjewgirlMy mother bought this book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385242697


when I was a child. She read it to me so that I would believe that I could accomplish anything in a world that is often 
hostile to people of color. I now read this book as an adult for inspiration when the going gets rough. Thank you for 
many years of inspiration.

Edwards and Polite focus on African American baby-boomers who have grown up possessing something no 
generation of African Americans has ever before experienced--entitlement. Surprising and often controversial, this 
groundbreaking book stands as vivid testimony to the increasingly complex world in which African Americans strive 
to succeed.

From Publishers WeeklyThis upbeat report discusses 41 African Americans in positions of power, relating inspiring 
success stories, though giving only sketchy support for the composite psychological profile of the black achiever that 
the authors present. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalIn his "I have a dream" 
speech, Martin Luther King Jr. envisioned "his children living in a nation not judged by the color of their skin but by 
the content of their character." Edwards, an editor for Essence magazine, and Polite, a New York psychologist, portray 
how success has been achieved by the post-Civil Rights era "integration generation." Forty-one personal vignettes 
describe African American success in a wide variety of occupations, with athletics and entertainment excluded. 
Among issues discussed are integration, emotional/psychic damages, adaptive skills, and ten characteristics of 
successful black Americans are identified. Edwards and Polite assert, "one of the great burdens of black success has 
been the contradiction, not much is expected, therefore everything is demanded." Recommended for public and 
academic libraries.- Michael A. Lutes, Univ. of Notre Dame Lib., Ind.Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Kirkus sResponding to the troubled racial landscape of 1990's America- -where the press reports endlessly 
on black ``failure'' and professional blacks Clarence Thomas and Anita Hill gain prominence through scandal--
Edwards (coauthor, Muhammad Ali, YA, 1977) and Polite (a psychologist specializing in the problems of the black 
middle class) offer a worthy glimpse into the world of black success. Martin Luther King's ``I Have a Dream'' speech 
embodied the hope that America could truly be a land with ``liberty and justice for all.'' The ``children of the dream,'' 
the authors say, are those who have lived that hope, and their stories, punctuated by psycho/sociological analysis, 
make up this series of vivid docudramas. Edwards and Polite begin with the black entrepreneurs who emerged out of 
slavery--such as Madame C.J. Walker, who, selling black beauty products door-to-door, became the country's first 
black millionaire in 1916. But, the authors point out, it wasn't long before ``separate but equal'' segregation was 
imposed on the ``free'' black population, proving itself a vicious institutionalization of racism. Only with the 1954 
landmark ruling of Brown v. Board of Education (``Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal'') were the 
racist assumptions of segregation effectively shattered. With integration came the hope of education--and a new world 
of opportunity. The authors interview a wide variety of successful ``children of integration,'' documenting how they 
gradually made inroads into the ``white'' realms of higher education and the workplace (from business to broadcast 
TV). Though overcoming racism is a tireless battle, Edwards and Polite say, blacks who not only survive but succeed 
are invariably those empowered by their own self-confidence. Plodding at times, with too many overly detailed case 
histories, but still a much-needed book in an ongoing struggle. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights 
reserved. 


