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Robert Gandt : China Clipper: The Age of the Great Flying Boats  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised China Clipper: The Age of the Great Flying Boats: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. China Clipper, The age of the great flying boatsBy lawrence edward 
weitzmanIf you love aviation or history you will enjoy China Clipper which recaptures the history of flying boats with 
detail, data and accurracy. Gandt's insight is remarkable on the mover and shakers of this era, how the history 
unfolded, the politics and why. You learn who were the visionaries and who were the luddites. How the barriers to 
aviation, flight and design were overcome. And you learn about airplanes that you didn't know existed (such as the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591143039


Latecoere 631) and what happened to them. This book is not solely about the Martin M-130, the China Cliiper, but all 
significant aircraft of that era, their designers and why and how they were designed. It is another Gandt book you can't 
put down and while Gandt paints a vivid picture, the book is well illustrated (including the mammoth Latecoere 631). 
One thing I did figure out was the actual China Clipper a Martin M-130 must have been so named a model M-130 for 
its wingspan of 130 feet as a later model an M-156 (called the Russian Clipper) had a wingspan of 156 feet.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. A Great AdventureBy Nick HarissisWas a good read. Enjoyed the 
intertwining of history with technology. However, I'm guessing the market scope is pretty limited to the few aviation 
nerds such as myself. But, anyone who likes to fantasize about what it might have been like back when Trans-Pacific 
commercial aviation was a real adventure this is a book is for you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Enjoyable Read on flying boats and their histories.By Jet Jockey Phoenix AZI purchased the Kindle version and 
enjoyed the read. I had previously read Robert Gandt's Sky Gods, and became interested in reading more about the 
flying boats and their histories. This book covers them all, but also includes a few repeats of information found in Sky 
Gods. The only downside of the book is the Kindle formatting whereby you must to go to the end of the book to see 
pictures or diagrams of the flying boats the author discusses.Great history and a excellent read on a bygone era.

When the China Clipper shattered aviation records on its maiden six-day flight from California to the Orient in 1935, 
the flying boat became an instant celebrity. This lively history by Robert Gandt traces the development of the great 
flying boats as both a triumph of technology and a stirring human drama. He examines the political, military, and 
economic forces that drove its development and explains the aeronautical advances that made the aircraft possible. To 
fully document the story he includes interviews with flying boat pioneers and a dynamic collection of photographs, 
charts, and cutaway illustrations.

About the AuthorRobert Gandt is a former naval officer, international airline captain, and military historian. A resident 
of Daytona Beach, FL, he is the author of thirteen books, including The Twilight Warriors. 


