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Michael MacCambridge : Chuck Noll: His Life's Work  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Chuck Noll: His Life's Work: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. I found the entire book very interesting and the author did a good job 
through various interviews giving good insight to Chuck .By Diane L KnippenbergI'm 49 years old and my 1st 
memory of Chuck Noll was beating my beloved Vikings in SB IX. After watching clips on the NFL network from 
former players describing Noll, he seemed interesting and bought the book to learn more. I found the entire book very 
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interesting and the author did a good job through various interviews giving good insight to Chuck Noll. I had a hard 
time putting this book down, especially interesting was learning about his personality, coaching style and the Steelers 
of the 70's.12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. its a great biography of a great football coachBy 
RogerAn outstanding book. Even you arent a Steelers fan, its a great biography of a great football coach.Particularly 
interesting is that Noll battled epiplepsy and still manged to have a great pro playing career and coaching a fistful of 
Super Bowl wins.Fascinating and well-researched read.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. This was a 
wonderful read! This is a must have if you ...By John StarmanThis was a wonderful read! This is a must have if you 
are a Steeler's fan, especially if you grew up during the 70's when the dynasty started like I did. Book is full of 
wonderful insights and vignette's on both Mr. Noll's life and the workings of the Steelers; all of this done in a very 
truthful yet tactful and inspiring manner. Highly recommended!!

Chuck Noll won four Super Bowls and presided over one of the greatest football dynasties in history, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers of the ‘70s. Later inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, his achievements as a competitor and a coach 
are the stuff of legend. But Noll always remained an intensely private and introspective man, never revealing much of 
himself as a person or as a coach, not even to the players and fans who revered him. Chuck Noll did not need a 
dramatic public profile to be the catalyst for one of the greatest transformations in sports history. In the nearly four 
decades before he was hired, the Pittsburgh Steelers were the least successful team in professional football, never 
winning so much as a division title. After Noll’s arrival, his quiet but steely leadership quickly remolded the team into 
the most accomplished in the history of professional football. And what he built endured well beyond his time with the 
Steelers – who have remained one of America’s great NFL teams, accumulating a total of six Super Bowls, eight AFC 
championships, and dozens of division titles and playoff berths. In this penetrating biography, based on deep research 
and hundreds of interviews, Michael MacCambridge takes the measure of the man, painting an intimate portrait of one 
of the most important figures in American football history. He traces Noll’s journey from a Depression-era childhood 
in Cleveland, where he first played the game in a fully integrated neighborhood league led by an African-American 
coach and then seriously pursued the sport through high school and college. Eventually, Noll played both defensive 
and offensive positions professionally for the Browns, before discovering that his true calling was coaching. 
MacCambridge reveals that Noll secretly struggled with and overcame epilepsy to build the career that earned him his 
place as “the Emperor” of Pittsburgh during the Steelers’ dynastic run in the 1970s, while in his final years, he battled 
Alzheimer’s in the shelter of his caring and protective family. Noll’s impact went well beyond one football team. 
When he arrived, the city of steel was facing a deep crisis, as the dramatic decline of Pittsburgh’s lifeblood industry 
traumatized an entire generation. “Losing,” Noll said on his first day on the job, “has nothing to do with geography.” 
Through his calm, confident leadership of the Steelers and the success they achieved, the people of Pittsburgh came to 
believe that winning was possible, and their recovery of confidence owed a lot to the Steeler’s new coach. The famous 
urban renaissance that followed can only be understood by grasping what Noll and his team meant to the people of the 
city. The man Pittsburghers could never fully know helped them see themselves better. Chuck Noll: His Life’s Work 
tells the story of a private man in a very public job. It explores the family ties that built his character, the challenges 
that defined his course, and the love story that shaped his life. By understanding the man himself, we can at last clearly 
see Noll’s profound influence on the city, players, coaches, and game he loved. They are all, in a real sense, heirs to 
the football team Chuck Noll built.

“Chuck Noll transformed the Pittsburgh Steelers into one of the greatest dynasties in NFL history. Yet, both during his 
career and after, he was underappreciated, relatively uncelebrated, and—in part by his own choice—not fully 
understood. Michael MacCambridge’s carefully researched and beautifully written biography finally brings into clear 
focus one of the most accomplished coaches in the history of American sports.” —Bob Costas, NBC Sports 


