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Nathan Perl-Rosenthal : Citizen Sailors: Becoming American in the Age of Revolution before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Citizen Sailors. Becoming American in the
Age of Revolution:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting but not what | expected, though quite important ...By
Crash MogalInteresting but not what | expected, though quite important. Didn't realize the citizenship issue was as


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674286154

widespread asit was. More of civics lesson than naval history.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great
read for navy and sea going individuals.By JoubesGood read on the early days of the US Navy and old nautical
practices.My only complaint about the book is that at times the author goesinto the whole " So and so would have
what if'ed this had happened."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Sailors define American citizenshipBy
WillThis book investigates a little known piece of the War of American Independence. Extremely well researched and
written. Anyone with an interest in the Revolutionary War will find this book full of unusual and informative history.

In the decades after the United States formally declared its independence in 1776, Americans struggled to gain
recognition of their new republic and their rights as citizens. None had to fight harder than the nation’ s seamen, whose
labor took them far from home and deep into the Atlantic world. Citizen Sailors tells the story of how their efforts to
become American at seain the midst of war and revolution created the first national, racially inclusive model of
United States citizenship.Nathan Perl-Rosenthal immerses usin sailors' pursuit of safe passage through the ocean
world during the turbulent age of revolution. Challenged by British press-gangs and French privateersmen, who
considered them Britons and rejected their citizenship claims, American seamen demanded that the U.S. government
take action to protect them. In response, federal leaders created a system of national identification documents for
sailors and issued them to tens of thousands of mariners of al races?nearly a century before such credentials came into
wider use.Citizenship for American sailors was strikingly ahead of itstime: it marked the federal government’ s most
extensive foray into defining the boundaries of national belonging until the Civil War era, and the government’ s most
explicit recognition of black Americans' equal membership aswell. This remarkable system succeeded in
safeguarding seafarers, but it fell victim to rising racism and nativism after 1815. Not until the twentieth century would
the United States again embrace such an inclusive vision of American nationhood.

"By skillfully coaxing narratives out of previously unorganized troves of documents, Mr. Perl-Rosenthal lets us see
that the Custom House certificates "offered a glimmer of afar more inclusive model of the American nation than
existed in any other official quarter.” He also ably describes the complicated national identities of sailors and the
human suffering of Americans wrongfully impressed.” - Wall Street Journal About the AuthorNathan Perl-Rosenthal is
Assistant Professor of Early American and Atlantic History at the University of Southern California.



