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Michael Willrich : City of Courts: Socializing Justice in Progressive Era Chicago (Cambridge Historical
Studiesin American Law and Society) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised City of Courts: Socializing Justice in Progressive Era Chicago (Cambridge Historical Studiesin
American Law and Society):
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive, yet easy to understandBy AaronVery
comprehensive and well written book that is easy to understand. Traditionally, centralization is seen as occuring at the
national level, but as Willrich demonstrates that is not always the case. As he articulates, there began a paradigm shift
in the late 1890s in Chicago from a decentralized JP system to a centralized, bureaucratic local Municipal Court
system. This trend seemed to occur elsewhere as well. Overall, I'd highly recommend this book!

What could be more "liberal" than believing in society's responsibility for crime--that crime is less the product of free
will than of poverty and other social forces beyond the individual's control? And what could be more "progressive"
than the belief that the law should aim for social, not merely individual, justice? Thiswork of social, cultural, and legal
history uncovers the contested origins and paradoxical consequences of the two protean concepts in the cosmopolitan
cities of industrial America at the turn of the twentieth century.

"...painstakingly researched and beautifully written..." Social Service "Willrich tells an important story; and he tellsit
very well. The research isrich and deep. Thisbook is one of the best, most insightful, and provocative studiesin
American legal history that has appeared in recent years. It could serve, in many ways, asamodel, in its adroit
blending of social and legal history." H-Law"Willrich's account is complex, insightful, and wide-ranging; City of
Courtsincorporates the history of science, legal history and political history in a narrative that casts new light on crime
and punishment in the second largest city in the United States.” The Times Literary Supplement"Michael Willrich
shares with Fyodor Dostoevsky and Theodore Dreiser an absorbing interest in the ancient riddle of whether crime
should be reckoned as an individual or asocial failing. He probes that riddle to magnificent effect in City of Courts,
freshly illuminating the social, political and cultural landscape of Dreiser's own Chicago. This book announces the
arrival of amajor new scholar of the progressive era. It also surely heralds arebirth of interest in that formative period
when Americans struggled to define the ideas and institutions appropriate to the myriad challenges of the twentietth
century. Indispensable reading for all students of the conflicted and consequential history of modern American
liberalism." David M. Kennedy, Donald J. McLachlan Professor of History at Stanford University and author of
Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-1945"By highlighting the social causes of
crime, early twentieth-century Progressive reformers produced a dramatic transformation in American legal
institutions. In this splendidly written book, Michael Willrich focuses on a preeminent example of Progressive legal
reform--the Chicago Municipal Court--and shows how it exemplified both the complex interaction between social
reform and social control and the long-term movement towards bureaucratic justice. It is abrilliant synthesis of social,
legal, and institutional history." Morton J. Horwitz, Charles Warren Professor of American Legal History, Harvard
Law School"Asindustrial capitalism reached maturity around the turn of the century, it fashioned a densely
interdependent world that discredited the liberal premise of autonomous selfhood....The result, as Michael Willrich
shows in this wonderfully insightful case study of Progressive reform of the criminal justice system of Chicago, was
an upheaval in the conventions of explanation and causal attribution--an upheaval that undeniably deepened
understanding of the socia sources of crime and injustice, but only at the expense of flirting with eugenics, imperiling
the rule of law, and entangling liberalism in self-contradictions that have plagued it ever since. No one has shed more
light than Willrich on the political and ethical dilemmas whose history is recounted here, which remain as relevant
today asthey were a century ago." Thomas L. Haskell, McCann Professor of History, Rice University"Legal scholars
and experts will welcome Willrich's keen analysis of both the evolution of US legal justice and the larger Progressive
Erareforms of which it was apart... thisis avauable addition to existing literature.... Highly recommended.”
Choice"City of Courtsisa brilliant expostion of the legal origins of the administrative welfare state in Chicago...If we
are ever to achieve true social justice, we need more books like this." - Christopher Capozzola, Massachusetts I nstitute
of Technology"City of Courtsis interdisciplinary history at its best; its audience includes American Historians, legal
scholars, and criminal-justice public-policy experts. The focusis deceptively simple and local, an apparent moment in
time--the creation and elaboration of the municipal court system in Progressive Era Chicago." - BarbaraY. Welke,
University of Minnesota



