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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this is good history of very significant part of civil war that ...By 
Norman Vadenthis is good history of very significant part of civil war that gets forgotten I have two family members 
in my linage that served with confederates at port Hudson la that was covered well here1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Good information but not well written.By john h.The book was well researched. 
Organization and writing were barely average. I don't think the editor did a very good job correcting the problems. 
Overall, the book was ok, but a little painful to read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Don StricklandGreat book!!

When Louisiana seceded from the Union on January 26, 1861, no one doubted that a battle to control the Mississippi 
River was imminent. Throughout the war, the Federals pushed their way up the river. Every port and city seemed to 
fall against the force of the Union navy. ¬The capital was forced to retreat from Baton Rouge to Shreveport. Many of 
the smaller towns, like Bayou Sara and Donaldsonville, were nearly shelled completely off the map. It was not until 
the Union reached Port Hudson that the Confederates had a fighting chance to keep control of the mighty Mississippi. 
¬They fought long and hard, undersupplied and undermanned, but ultimately the Union prevailed. With interest in the 
Civil War at an all-time high, please consider a review or a feature story with Dennis J. Dufrene.

The book stretches from the onset of the war and the need for control of the river, to the bombardment of Baton 
Rouge, Bayou Sara and Donaldsonville and the last river stronghold, Port Hudson, which surrendered after hearing of 
Vicksburg's defeat. --The AdvertiserAbout the AuthorFor nearly a decade, Dennis John Dufrene has worked in the 
field of history. While earning a bachelor of arts degree in the field of history from Nicholls State University, Dennis 
completed a plantation internship at Laura Valley Plantation. This internship allowed him to perfect his researching 
skills and learn the importance of preserving and maintaining collections of historic artifacts. After graduation, Dennis 
married his wife, Tweety, and the couple moved to St. Francisville, Louisiana. It was during this time that Dennis was 
hired as an interpretive ranger at Audubon State Historic Site, also known as Oakley Plantation. Dennis began to write 
numerous history-based articles and press releases, give lectures, create exhibits, etc. Many of his articles were 
published, and he was even credited as a source in the book A Summer of Birds by Danny Heitman. Dennis served as 
senior writer for a historical conspiracy website known as Top Secret Writers and jumped at the chance to write his 
first book on the Civil War from a local perspective. For nearly a year, he conducted research and met with local 
experts to compile his latest work. It was during this time that he learned about the intricate role that the Civil War 
played on shaping the Baton Rouge area. 


