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Myron J. Smith Jr. : Civil War Biographiesfrom the Western Waters: 956 Confederate and Union Naval and
Military Personnel, Contractors, Paliticians, Officials, Steamboat Pilots and Others before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Civil War Biographies from the Western Waters:
956 Confederate and Union Naval and Military Personnel, Contractors, Politicians, Officials, Steamboat Pilots and
Others:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerThank you!O of O people found the following
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review helpful. A Biographical Handbook for Students of the Brown Water WarBy A. A. NofiA summary of the
review on StrategyPage.Com'Prof. Smith (Tusculum College), author of a number of works on the Civil War and
naval history, gives us a biographical guide to many of the actors who had somerolein riverine and littoral campaigns
on the Mississippi and the western Gulf. The list isimpressive, from the two presidents on down to extremely obscure
steam boat captains and even the occasional common soldier or sailor. The individual entries vary in length in part due
to the importance of the person in question, but often also because some surprisingly interesting people have left a
remarkably poor paper trail; many of those listed emerge briefly from the mists of history, do their bit, often ably and
even spectacularly, only to vanish again with the coming of peace. Given the nature of such awork, some people will
always be left out; notably and unfortunately absent are Charles Pierre Chouteau, who managed his family’s large
riverine fleet during the war, relief worker “Mother” Bickerdyke, and nearly all women. However, the many obscure
people found here still makes this a valuable reference for anyone working the Civil War.'For the full review, see

StrategyPage.Co

From 1861 to 1865, the Civil War raged aong the great rivers of the Ohio and Mississippi valleys. While various Civil
War biographies exist, none have been devoted exclusively to participants in the Western river war as waged down the
Mississippi to the mouth of the Red River, and up the Ohio, the Tennessee and the Cumberland. Based on the Official
Records, county histories, newspapers and internet sources, thisisthe first work to profile personnel involved in the
fighting on these great streams. Included in this biographical encyclopedia are Union and Confederate naval officers
down to the rank of mate; enlisted sailors who won the Medal of Honor, or otherwise distinguished themselves or who
wrote accounts of life on the gunboats; army officers and leaders who played adirect role in combat along Western
waters, political officials who influenced river operations; civilian steamboat captains and pilots who participated in
wartime logistics; and civilian contractors directly involved, including shipbuilders, dam builders, naval constructors
and munitions experts. Each of the biographiesincludes (where known) birth, death and residence data; unit
organization or ship; involvement in the river war; pre- and post-war careers; and source documentation. Hundreds of
individuals are given their first historic recognition.

-Full of fascinating personal details...complete with an exhaustive bibliography, this rich resource will inform scholars
and entertain Civil War buffs---Library Journal; -this comprehensive A-Z hiographical encyclopediaisthe culmination
of the author's notabl e contributions over 40 years to Civil War maritime literature...meticulously researched
profiles...a useful resource for anyone interested in the Civil War...highly recommended---Choice; -I highly
recommend this book as a valuable research tool---Civil War News; -impressive...valuable---StrategyPage; -
impressive...a valuable reference for anyone working the Civil War---The NYMAS ; -excellent---Blue Gray

Magazine; -will help orient you to the people, both high and low, who shaped this critical part of the war's crucial
events...an essential research tool---FGS Forum; -valuable reference source...highly recommended---American Library
Association; -this work fills an obvious gap in the historiography concerning the Civil War---ARBA."Full of
fascinating personal details...complete with an exhaustive bibliography, this rich resource will inform scholars and
entertain Civil War buffs'--Library Journal; "this comprehensive A-Z biographical encyclopediais the culmination of
the author's notabl e contributions over 40 years to Civil War maritime literature...meticulously researched profiles...a
useful resource for anyone interested in the Civil War...highly recommended"--Choice; "I highly recommend this book
as avaluable research tool"--Civil War News; "impressive...valuable'--StrategyPage; "impressive...avaluable
reference for anyone working the Civil War"--The NYMAS ; "excellent"--Blue Gray Magazine; "will help orient you
to the people, both high and low, who shaped this critical part of the war's crucial events...an essential research tool"--
FGS Forum; "valuable reference source...highly recommended"--American Library Association; "thiswork fills an
obvious gap in the historiography concerning the Civil War"--ARBA.About the AuthorProlific author Myron J. Smith,
Jr., isthe director of the library and a professor at Tusculum College in Greeneville, Tennessee.



