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John H. Eicher, David J. Eicher : Civil War High Commands  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Civil War High Commands: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerOf great value in understanding the great 
leaders of the Civil War.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Husband pleaserBy Stacy SmithGot for 
hubby - he really enjoys this book. Pulls it out not infrequently to fact check.8 of 8 people found the following review 
helpful. A feast of details and informationBy James W. DurneyIn the forward, John Y. Simon, states this is not "a 
book to curl up with on a cold winter night" or a book that you would "take to the beach". He is correct, this is not a 
book that you will sit down and read, unless you normally read baseball encyclopedias. This book is a feast of facts, 
statistics and information relating to the American Civil War.How many men did New York supply when Lincoln 
asked for 75,000 men in 1861? There is a multiple page table with the answer, by state by levy for the USA and CSA. 
When was Ebenezer Dumont born? What is his military record? When did he die and where is he buried? If you are 
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still reading, you may want to consider buying this book.The first hundred pages is information about the nation, 
political structure and the military forces. This is followed by 600 pages of biographies of general and flag offices and 
"Might-Have-Beens'. The answers to the questions on Ebenezer Dumont are in this section. The next 100 pages, 
details grades and rank for general and flag level officers. This section has tables with date of rank, nomination, 
confirmation and termination for each. A second table lists all these officers by grade by date of rank. Need to know 
who was the CSA's senior Brigadier General in 1865? After finding that answer, go back to the biographies to see 
what he did during the war. The next hundred pages cover the command structure for both sides. Departments were 
vital during the war. Commanders in one department constantly looked to other departments for support. More often 
than not, the other department commander was busy with his own problems. This section will allow you to check the 
department history, next time you try to understand why J.E. Johnston could not get Forrest to attack Sherman's supply 
lines in 1864. Ending the book is about seventy pages of important dates, a good bibliography and a name index. 
Package all this information on a large format nicely bound book and you have a feast for detail people.People whose 
knowledge of the war, I respect, say the information is accurate. I know this is a very hansom book, well presented 
that is great fun for the serious student of the American Civil War. If you qualify as a "serious student" and a "detail 
person", this is a book you should enjoy.

Based on nearly five decades of research, this magisterial work is a biographical register and analysis of the people 
who most directly influenced the course of the Civil War, its high commanders. Numbering 3,396, they include the 
presidents and their cabinet members, state governors, general officers of the Union and Confederate armies (regular, 
provisional, volunteers, and militia), and admirals and commodores of the two navies. Civil War High Commands will 
become a cornerstone reference work on these personalities and the meaning of their commands, and on the Civil War 
itself. Errors of fact and interpretation concerning the high commanders are legion in the Civil War literature, in 
reference works as well as in narrative accounts. The present work brings together for the first time in one volume the 
most reliable facts available, drawn from more than 1,000 sources and including the most recent research. The 
biographical entries include complete names, birthplaces, important relatives, education, vocations, publications, 
military grades, wartime assignments, wounds, captures, exchanges, paroles, honors, and place of death and interment. 
In addition to its main component, the biographies, the volume also includes a number of essays, tables, and synopses 
designed to clarify previously obscure matters such as the definition of grades and ranks; the difference between 
commissions in regular, provisional, volunteer, and militia services; the chronology of military laws and executive 
decisions before, during, and after the war; and the geographical breakdown of command structures. The book is 
illustrated with 84 new diagrams of all the insignias used throughout the war and with 129 portraits of the most 
important high commanders.


