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Albert Castel : Civil War Kansas: Reaping the Whirlwind  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Civil War Kansas: Reaping the Whirlwind: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Strife on the FrontierBy Eric MayforthKansas was the site of strife 
between Northern and Southern settlers during the 1850s. Both sections hoped to have the territory attain statehood on 
their side of the slavery issue. Kansas joined the Union as a free state just before the outbreak of war, but, despite 
being well west of the main theaters of the conflict, the period was far from peaceful in Kansas. Albert Castel 
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chronicles the experience of the state from 1861 to 1865 in "Civil War Kansas."The proximity of Kansas to the 
neighboring slave state of Missouri was a volatile focal point of localized violence and guerilla warfare during the 
Civil War. Castel recollects the questionable military leadership that Kansans had and some of the key skirmishes in 
the region as well as the infamous raid on Lawrence. Kansas troops were able to launch offensives into present-day 
Oklahoma during the war and Castel details these as well.The book also looks at the state of politics and notes the 
major political figures and elections in Kansas during the war—there was much infighting between the political 
leaders and corruption during those years, so much so that President Lincoln grew tired of dealing with the state's 
political scene and players.Castel describes the state's attitude toward race and slavery, limns some of the hardships of 
life on what was then the frontier, recalls the state's relations with the federal government during the war, and closes 
by looking at how the war affected the Kansas economy and by recounting the end of the war. There were few if any 
inspiring or admirable figures prominent in Kansas at the time for Castel to highlight in the book, but "Civil War 
Kansas" is a superb history of the trials that Kansas suffered during our bloodiest conflict.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Castel does an excellent job of laying out the causes and effects of ...By Frederick 
TresslerCastel does an excellent job of laying out the causes and effects of the Civil War in the West. Highly 
recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!!By Melissa EasthamThis book really 
brought history to life! It was also very informative. Something that would be a great source for a school report.

"The long agony" was over: Kansas, as of January 29, 1861, was a state—it had "moved to America." In Leavenworth, 
Lawrence, Topeka, and other towns Kansans celebrated the "glorious news" of the coming of statehood in a "fury of 
excitement." Cannons boomed, cheering crowds gathered on the street corners, a judge and a militia general stood on 
their heads, and the saloons were scenes of inebriated revelry.So begins Albert Castel's classic history of Kansas 
during the Civil War. Long recognized as a key study on the war in the trans-Mississippi West, Civil War Kansas 
describes the political, military, social, and economic events of the state's first four years. Castel contributes to a better 
understanding of the Civil War in this region through a realistic presentation and analysis of the Kansas-Missouri 
border conflict, the operations of the Missouri guerrillas under Quantrill, and the Union and Confederate military 
campaigns in Missouri, Arkansas, the Indian Territory, and Kansas itself.


