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Barrett Tillman : Clash of the Carriers: The True Story of the Marianas Turkey Shoot of World War II  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Clash of the Carriers: The 
True Story of the Marianas Turkey Shoot of World War II: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It is an excellent book. It gives the big details and plenty ...By 
wpmomMy husband read this book. It was his first book on the Mariana Turkey Shoot. After looking at some reviews, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0451216709


he had some doubts about the book but still bought it. It is an excellent book. It gives the big details and plenty of 
small details, like the names of pilots and details of small encounters that are usually skipped. It is a good read that he 
would recommend to others.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A book written for navy membersBy 
Gordon in OregonI bought this book because my father was chief of the boat on the Cavalla, the submarine which 
sank one of the Japanese aircraft carriers during this battle. It was an amazing experience for me to read of this, 
because my dad never talked about those kind of details, nor much of his 28 years experience on subs and at sea. The 
book however assumed you were familiar with the Navy lexicon as it pertains to primarily aircraft carriers, the various 
types of planes involved, and the like. Because of this, it was a bit difficult to follow, or picture exactly what type of 
planes were involved in particular fights. The same was true of equivalent Japanese type planes. I also felt the author 
was, what's the word - snobbish? because he would state the names of people involved, but would separate them as to 
which Annapolis class he graduated from, or what college he went to, and what year he graduated. Yes, there was a bit 
of "ring-knocking" going on. On the other hand, the author had definite opinions on who did good (command-wise) 
and who was left wanting. That I feel is a good thing. History seems to be going back over this period and reversing 
views on some of the headliners of the era. This from several different WWII books I have read. Altogether an 
informative book, well researched, and worth reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good 
information about what happened in that battle in World ...By st ruellGood information about what happened in that 
battle in World War 2 and the writer had a hard task to condense and explain and synthesize the action into a coherent 
whole that made the action understandable. Interesting over all but could have been written better.I thought there was 
way too much time to naming every pilot with their rank and hometown, There were thousands of other sailors 
involved that get no mention. Did it really matter what their ranks were? And then the action was confused and not 
coherent in places because he was naming the pilots individually. And I thought the slang got in the way, using strange 
words for the hundreds of different planes shot down, each time trying to use a different way to say it.

In June, 1944, American and Japanese carrier fleets made their way through the Philippine Sea, both hoping to take 
control of the vital Marianas Islands. When they met, they embarked upon a naval engagement that escalated into the 
most spectacular aircraft carrier battle in history. Here is the true account of the battle, told from both sides-by those 
who were there. Drawing upon numerous interviews as well as official sources, Clash of the Carriers is an 
unforgettable testimonial to the bravery of those who fought and those who died in a battle that will never be forgotten.

From BooklistAuthor of specialty histories about U.S. Navy planes of the Pacific War, Tillman here writes up the 
war's largest carrier--versus--carrier battle. Exacting in his attention to data about planes and weapons, Tillman's 
narrative of the Battle of the Philippine Sea in June 1944 remains sufficiently straightforward to follow through the 
fury of dogfights and bombing attacks. Briefing readers about the strategic precipitator for the battle, the American 
capture of the Mariana Islands, Tillman explains what the Japanese navy proposed to do about it. Having rebuilt its 
naval air force after the Midway disaster, the Japanese retained one technical advantage: superior aircraft range. 
Unfortunately for them, the arsenal of democracy had built a superior fighter plane since Midway: the Hellcat, which 
in this battle destroyed every Japanese carrier strike. In his metier describing these melees of aerial combat, Tillman 
zooms in on the few Japanese pilots who survived the Hellcats to press home their attacks, and then turns to the 
American counterattack that sealed the victory. An active account that will entice the tailhook audience. Gilbert 
TaylorCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved “In this superb work, the greatest naval air 
battle of all time finally receives the meticulous and comprehensive treatment it deserves. Whether you seek the view 
from the canopy or the sharp-eyed critique, Barrett Tillman, with unmatched command of the subject, delivers both in 
spades—and for both sides. His heroes are the aviators whatever the uniform they wore, and he illuminates more warts 
on the U.S. side and the rare gems for the Japanese previously ignored or obscured.”—Richard Frank, author of 
Guadalcanal and Downfall   “I saw the war from the deck of a battleship so I cannot render an aviator’s view. But I 
can certainly recommend Barrett Tillman’s definitive work on the subject. It does not replace the efforts of Admiral 
Morison, but amplifies them in a manner both instructive and entertaining.”—Lt. Col. Jeff Cooper, USMCR, USS 
Pennsylvania, 1944   “With the analytical ability of a successful cold-case detective, and the flair of a gifted story 
teller, Tillman reconstructs the famous battle as seen through the eyes of combatants, both American and Japanese. 
This gives balance and fairness, something missing in past histories which tended to be one-sided.”—Henry Sakaida, 
author of Winged Samurai and Genda’s Blade   “Barrett Tillman is the best contemporary writer on U.S. naval 
aviation. The Marianas Battle was the ultimate carrier-versus-carrier battle. Putting them together is the formula for an 
outstanding volume.”—Norman Polmar, author of Aircraft Carriers  “Tillman, a longtime master of Pacific War naval 
history, has skillfully combined a wealth of research into an unprecedented look into both sides of this pivotal sea 
battle...Tillman’s narrative gives near-definitive coverage of its subject, from the usual view from the cockpit to less 
common perspectives from the command plotting station, the deck of an oiler engaged in underway replenishment, the 
bowels of the engine room, or a submarine periscope.”—Jon Guttman, American Fighters Ace BulletinAbout the 
AuthorBarrett Tillman has been an aviation historian for the past 30 years, having written over 500 articles in leading 



military journals, as well as four novels, a novella, a screenplay, and 30 works of nonfiction. He has received 
numerous awards for his work, and is an honorary member of three navy squadrons and the American Fighter Aces 
Association. 


