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Michael Howard : Clausewitz: A Very Short Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Clausewitz: A Very Short Introduction: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. PerfectBy T. HerburgerGiven that the goal of this book is to impart 
upon the reading a sense of understanding and knowledge about basic ideas of military theorist von Clausewitz, I can 
only say that this book hit its mark in brilliant fashion.Short, concise, yet filled to the brim with information. I 
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particularly enjoyed how author Mr. Howard set a chapter on "Clausewitz in his time" wherein we see the thinking of 
the day, the atmosphere in which Clausewitz 'thought,' and so forth. This really set the basis for which one can 
understand Clausewitz further. I also liked the chapter on the legacy of Clausewitz in which Mr. Howard presents 
various criticisms of Clausewitz's ideas, and then proceeds to counter them.Overall a must read for all those who are 
interested in understanding military endeavors- historical or current- which, if you are reading this, then it's safe to say 
you are in fact interested. Enjoy!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very helpful introduction to 
Clausewitz and "On War".By Jaydee LarsonI give this book 5 stars for its thorough introduction to Clausewitz and his 
opus "On war".The book is well-structured and presents Clausewitz' ideas in a informative way with a good balance of 
trivia, facts and well founded analyses and interpretations, while resisting the temptation to bore the reader with nerdy 
details. With this introduction in hand, I feel safe on embarking on a full reading of On War.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Difficult read, interesting theories.By TerenceGood choice for military theorists and 
enthusiast. Beware that the content was written some time ago and writing style may be difficult for some to consume 
and deconstruct. Suitable for the progressing novice into deeper military strategic material, specific to military warfare 
and less abstract than malleable and adaptive doctrines like Sun Tzu's Art of War.

Karl von Clausewitz (1780-1831) is considered by many to have been one of the greatest writers on war. His study On 
War was described by the American strategic thinker Bernard Brodie as "not simply the greatest, but the only great 
book about war." It is hard to disagree. Even though he wrote his only major work at a time when the range of firearms 
was fifty yards, much of what he had to say remains relevant today. Michael Howard explains Clausewitz's ideas in 
terms both of his experiences as a professional soldier in the Napoleonic Wars, and of the intellectual background of 
his time.

from previous edition 'as a synthesis of Clausewitz scholarship this study can hardly be faulted'"--English Historical "a 
delightful introduction to the paradoxes and insights of this passionate rationalist."--London of BooksAbout the 
AuthorSir Michael Howard has held the Chair of War Studies at King's College London, the Chichele Chair of History 
of War and the Regius Chair of Modern History at Oxford, and the Robert A. Lovett Chair of Military and Naval 
History at Yale. His works include The Franco-Prussian War, The Causes of Wars, War and the Liberal Conscience, 
The Lessons of History, and War in European History. Together with Professor Peter Paret he edited and translated 
Clausewitz, On War. 


