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Michael Korda : Clouds of Glory: The Life and Legend of Robert E. Lee  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Clouds of Glory: The Life and Legend of Robert E. Lee: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Enchanting book by a great writer. I bought it for some of my ...By 
judith sandovalEnchanting book by a great writer. I bought it for some of my cousins in Virginia who are from the Lee 
family, and they are enjoying it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Art HishWonderful 
history of a major figure in our country.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lee lives again.By HowardA 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0062116290


wonderful bio of a great American. The book is jam packed with interesting facts about Lee whose life is more than 
fully documented. The author breathes new life into his subject. Recommended reading

New York Times bestselling author Michael Korda's fresh, contemporary single volume historical biography of 
General Robert E. Lee—perhaps the most famous and least understood legend in American history and one of our 
most admired heroes.Michael Korda, author of Ulysses S. Grant and the bestsellers Ike and Hero, paints a vivid and 
admiring portrait of Lee as a brilliant general, a devoted family man, and principled gentleman who disliked slavery 
and disagreed with secession, yet who refused command of the Union Army in 1861 because he could not "draw his 
sword" against his beloved Virginia.Well-rounded and realistic, Clouds of Glory analyzes Lee's command during the 
Civil War and explores his responsibility for the fatal stalemate at Antietam, his defeat at Gettysburg (as well the many 
troubling controversies still surrounding it) and ultimately, his failed strategy for winning the war. As Korda shows, 
Lee's dignity, courage, leadership, and modesty made him a hero on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line and a revered 
American icon who is recognized today as the nation's preeminent military leader.Clouds of Glory features dozens of 
stunning illustrations, some never before seen, including twelve pages of color, twenty-four pages of black-and-white, 
and nearly fifty in-text battle maps.

From Booklist*Starred * Our Civil War anointed at least one secular saint in Abraham Lincoln. Another strong 
candidate, despite fighting for the losing and morally questionable cause, is Robert E. Lee. One hundred and forty-four 
years after his death, Lee is still widely revered in both North and South for his tactical military brilliance and his 
personal qualities of courage, honor, and kindness. Korda, the former editor-in-chief of Simon Schuster and an 
acclaimed biographer, has no intention of knocking Lee off his pedestal in this excellent and generally laudatory 
biography. Korda stresses Lee’s accomplishments even before the Civil War as a brilliant, visionary engineer and an 
expert at military maneuvers. His personal characteristics endeared him to his subordinates, both officers and those of 
lesser ranks. Despite a hot temper, he exercised patience, courtesy, and honesty. Yet Korda does not shrink from 
noting Lee’s flaws and failures. His orders to his officers during the Civil War were often vague and open to 
misinterpretation, especially during the Gettysburg campaign. Despite his tactical brilliance, he lacked an overall, 
effective strategic vision for victory once he faced a relentless opponent in Grant. Still, this masterful and 
comprehensive single-volume biography is a worthy tribute to an icon whose greatness still shines brightly. --Jay 
Freeman “Korda clearly has command of his subject...[Clouds of Glory] is well-considered and amply documented. 
Military buffs will find much to feast on.” (Christian Science Monitor)“Masterful...Korda delivers the goods.” (Kirkus 
s (starred review))“Superbly engaging.” (Publishers Weekly (starred review))“Monumental.” (BookPage)“Lively, 
approachable, and captivating…Llike Lee himself, everything about Clouds of Glory is on a grand scale.” (Boston 
Globe)From the Back CoverIn Clouds of Glory: The Life and Legend of Robert E. Lee, Michael Korda, the New York 
Times bestselling biographer of Dwight D. Eisenhower, Ulysses S. Grant, and T. E. Lawrence, has written the first 
major biography of Lee in nearly twenty years, bringing to life America's greatest and most iconic hero. Korda paints a 
vivid and admiring portrait of Lee as a general and a devoted family man who, though he disliked slavery and was not 
in favor of secession, turned down command of the Union army in 1861 because he could not "draw his sword" 
against his own children, his neighbors, and his beloved Virginia. He was surely America's preeminent military leader, 
as calm, dignified, and commanding a presence in defeat as he was in victory. Lee's reputation has only grown in the 
150 years since the Civil War, and Korda covers in groundbreaking detail all of Lee's battles and traces the making of 
a great man's undeniable reputation on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line, positioning him finally as the symbolic 
martyr-hero of the Southern Cause. 


