[Ebook pdf] Co. Aytch First Tennessee Regiment

Co. Aytch First Tennessee Regiment

Sam R. Watkins
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

SAM™S OWN REVISED & EXPANDED EDITION

NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED-

Co. AYTCH

FIRST TENNESSEE REGIMENT

OR A SIJE SHOW oF Tve BIG SHOW
SAM R. WATKINS

EDITED BY RUTH HILL FULTON MCALLISTER

— | b
DOWNLOAD ™* READ ONLINE
| | | S

#2151700 in Books Providence House Publishers 2007-11-150riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 1.05 x 6.62
x 9.291, 1.41 #File Name: 1577363825352 pages | File size: 64.Mb

Sam R. Watkins: Co. Aytch First Tennessee Regiment before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Co. Aytch First Tennessee Regiment:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Bigger, Better, Braxton Bragg-Bashin' Gloriously Unedited
Version of a Classic BookBy Kaoru Hiratsuka'Co. Atych" is considered by the majority of historians and literary
professors to be the best memoir written by a common soldier (either Northern or Southern) about enlisted life during
the American Civil War. The original version was already considered to be something of a classic during Sam
Watkin'slife and he was in the process of re-writing it for another edition which he never quite finished before he
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passed away. (Well, he did finish it, but it was unedited...more about that in a moment.)So if "Co. Atych" issuch a
classic, why re-issueit in anew, hard-back version? Why not just get a cheaper paperback?The answer issimple, if
you buy THIS particular copy of "Co Atych" which | am reviewing, you will be buying the REVISED and
EXPANDED edition of "Co Atych" which Sam Watkins always intended to publish. In other words, you will finally
be buying and reading the complete text that Sam himself envisioned but never got around to getting printed before he
passed away. But you've got to make sure you are buying the Revised and Expanded version that has been edited by
Ruth Fulton McAlister. (Thisisthe one with the yellow cover, red and white banner line across the top of the cover
and Sam's picture on the front.)In 1997 Ruth Fulton McAlister, Sam's Great-Grand-daughter and her cousin Jenny
Harris re-discovered Sam's original personal copy of "Co Atych" that included all of his revisions which were intended
to be re-edited into a master, ultimate, final copy of "Co Atych"; which would have been reprinted sometime around
1892 if Sam Watkins had been able to raise the funds for the reprint. This version is the one you see before you and
was finally printed in 2007.Sam's final version, although complete, is still unedited, because he died before he could
finish it. What Ruth Fulton McAlister wisely did wasto simply include everything in Sam'sfinal version, but include
it in such away that the reader can see for themselves the final version Sam was in the process of working out.In this
newest version, you get ALL of the original 1882 published version of the "Co. Atych" text. When you are reading the
book, this part of the manuscript is presented in Roman text and italics (where it was used in the original 1882
version...yes some of the 1882 text was high-lighted with italics...something subsequent cheaper re-edits |eft out.) So
you will be able to see how original copies of the first 1500 editions of "Co. Atych" looked.In addition to this, you will
see large sections of the book presented in BOLD text. These are sections Sam either wanted added or deleted. There
are also sections of Italic within brackets. These parts of the book are what Sam wanted to be deleted from the final
copy. (Note: some of these sections are absolutely WONDERFUL, but have little glitches, like where Sam
accidentally talked about Romans having firearms and then caught himself making a mistake. Other deletions are
where Sam got mad at somebody like Braxton Bragg and then thought the better of it. So even the deletions are well-
written and often quite informative asto what Sam saw and felt during the Civil War.)Lastly, there are BOLD text
within brackets. These are things Sam added and then decided he wanted out of the text for various reasonsThereis
literally awealth of information in this expanded version of "Co. Atych." The battle descriptions are now longer, with
even more details. There are more funny stories and much, much more Braxton Bragg bashing. Sam (and everybody
elsein the Army of the Tennessee) HATED Braxton Bragg and with good reason.|'ve read BOTH versions of "Co.
Atych" and can attest that the newer, complete edition isway, way better than the one we've all been reading up until
thistime. Here's just one example. In one of the earliest skirmishes, where Colonel Field ran up and saved Sam, the
older version so of "Co. Atych" stated that Colonel Field used a " seven-shooting” rifle. What Sam actually wrote was
the Colonel Field used a"REPEATING NEEDLE GUN." Thisisvery significant since thisis one of the few
documented instances of the more advanced Prussian Bolt Action needle fire gun being used in the Civil War. (The
Needle Gun was a more advanced technology invented in the 1840s...which could have given either side in the Civil
War ahuge advantage.) That Colonel Field used Needle Gun as his personal weapon in al his battles lends areal
flavor to the story that is also of interest to military historians. People were using needle fire...albeit only a handful of
officers.Here's another instance of how much richer the full version of "Co. Atych" is. "Raiding on the Roastingears"
in the previously published versions ends with Sam and Byron Richardson bending the farmer's gun around a black
jack tree. What the chapter was supposed to end like (after bending the farmer's shotgun) islike this: "General Bragg
was a disciplinarian shooter of men, and awhipper of deserters. But he was not any part of a General. As a General he
was a perfect failure, but as a shootist he was a perfect success. It mattered not when a smoke was seen to rise up,
some soldier would comment on it and say, 'Waal old Bragging Braggart is startin' a new graveyard. Tother oneis
nigh about full.' Had Robert E. Lee been the Commander and Chief of our armies, Genera Joe E. Johnston our
Commissary and Quartermaster, General Stonewall Jackson and General N.B. Forrest been our field commanders, and
then let Bragg been the disciplinarian, whipper and shooter and hanger of evil-doers, then our cause would have been a
success." The newer version also shows a more mature, mellow side of Sam. Sure he really unloads on Bragg, (who by
the way had it coming!) But Sam also expresses aregret over the entire Civil War. While remaining proud of himself,
and hisfriends, he also tries to forgive the Y ankees and states, "The mgjority of Southern soldiers are today the most
loyal to the Union. Many disown the Southern cause and have buried in forgetfulness all memory of the war." This
was supposed to have been added to the final paragraph of the very first chapter, "We are One and Undivided."In fact,
the first chapter of the book was supposed to end like this (and if this doesn't convince you to buy this version, nothing
will!) "America has no north, no south, no east, no west; the sun rises over the hills and sets over the mountains, the
compass just points up and down, and we can laugh at the absurd notion of there being a north and a south. Well,
reader, let me whisper in our ear. | wasin the row, and the following pages will tell what part | took in the little
unpleasant misconception of there being such athing as a north and south. The blue and gray have, like two mighty
rivers, come together and now mingle into one and both now unite in the sentiment "We are one and undivided."Or
how about this: Sam's classic description of the Battle of the Kennesaw Line was supposed to have had this addition.
When the Confederate pickets jumped back into the works, they were yelling awarning 'That yonder comes forty lines



of coffee and hard tack!" Sam also stated, "There might have been forty columns, there might have been fifty, there
might have been only one column. These memories are not written from facts but only of what a private soldier saw
and how hefelt."In closing, | noticed that one other reviewer complained about the mistake regarding identifying the
portrait of J.E.B. Stuart as Hood and knocking the book down to one star. Hey, pard, al | can say isthat thisis still the
unedited text, yeah...it'safinal copy, with everything in it, but old Sam died BEFORE he got it all done. Asfar asI'm
concerned the error by his modern publishers of using the wrong portrait just fitsin nicely with Sam's description of
the Roman centurion standing guard with arifle. Sam's final copy isadiamond in the rough, and thislittle mistake just
makes that diamond shine that much brighter to me.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A MUST
READBY DBSam does an outstanding job of telling about the war from a "soldier's perspective". He doesn't go into
history, he actually tells the reader to study the history booksif that is what you are looking for. He tells it like he saw
it. He tells about the things he went through from a private's point of view. Some tales are funny and some are heart
wrenching, but he does an outstanding job of putting you there. It is sad that the Army of Tennessee and the entire
Western Theatre of the war is often overlooked. Sam lets you know that there was also awar going on outside of
Virginial 0 of O people found the following review helpful. One of the best civil war books everBy Carolyn W. Colelf
you love atrue account of the civil war, thisisthe book for you. | can't say enough about this book as it held my
attention and | couldn't put it down. Hard warming, shocking, and in general a true account of the day-to-day "real"
world of a confederate soldier. Sam Watkins will give you aguided tour of reality as private in the civil war. | will
keep this book forever in my library and will reread it again and will also share it with family and friends.

The classic Co. Aytch has reigned as one of the most memorable and honest depictions of the American Civil War
sinceitsoriginal publication in 1882. Sam R. Watkins's first-hand account of life as a Confederate soldier eloquently
captured the realities of war, the humor and pathos of soldiering, and the tragic, historic eventsin which he
participated. Although there have been dozens of versions of Co. Aytch published, thisis the first with new material
and revisions by Sam Watkins himself. Intending to republish after hisfirst edition sold out, Watkins edited and
revised Co. Aytch adding a new perspective that only came with time. He died before accomplishing his goal. Now
more than one hundred years later, Watkins's great granddaughter, Ruth Hill Fulton McAllister isfulfilling Watkins s
dream. Using his yellowed, aged, and pencil-marked copy handed down through different family members, McAllister
has crafted a masterpiece that combines the agel ess text with Sam Watkins's intended revisions. This new edition
incorporates actual images of Watkins's handwritten additions, all his desired editorial changes, and more than forty
images. Desiring to be true to both her ancestor's wishes and the sanctity of his classic memoir, McAllister skillfully
included Watkins's additions and artfully indicated what he would have omitted, leaving the original text intact. The
result isarich, expanded, director's cut version of Co. Aytch, sure to fascinate historians, Civil War enthusiasts, and
new readers alike.

The only thing better than Sam Watkins is more Sam Watkins. Thisis a marvelous expansion of the best memoir of a
fighting soldier south of the Mason-Dixon line we have. --Ken Burns, filmmakerSam Watkins's memoir Co. Aytch has
long been aclassic of Civil War literature, and this new edition only makes it more so. His revisions and additions
enhance and refine his story. Some of them are pointed, others hilarious, but they all add depth to one of the must-read
soldier narratives of that conflict. --William C. Davis, Director of the Virginia Center for Civil War Studies at Virginia
TechSam's tender memories of those far from halcyon days of his youth, come alive more clearly than they ever have
before. His bird's eye view of asoldier'slife and his sense of fairness and goodness in atime when little of either were
to be found, coupled with his almost Forrest Gumpian ability to be in the right place at the right time has drawn
historians, scholars and boy soldiers, like myself, to histales for over century. All of us, alike, have something to
celebrate in the publication of this edition of Co. Aytch with Sam's own revisions. --Robert Hicks, author, The Widow
of the SouthAbout the AuthorSamuel R. Watkins was born on June 26, 1839 near Columbia, Tennessee. He enlisted
into the First Tennessee Infantry, Company H (the Maury Grays) at the beginning of the Civil War. Upon surrender,
Watkins was one out of only seven men remaining from the 120 originally enlisted in his regiment. Sam was
encouraged by friends and family to write down his memories. They were first published as a newspaper series and
then finally published in book form in 1882. It was amost immediately hailed as an important Civil War work. After
the war, Sam married his sweetheart Jennie, and they raised eight children. Sam Watkins died on July 20, 1901, at the
age of sixty-two. Ruth Hill Fulton McAllister is Sam Watkins's great granddaughter. She earned a bachelor's degreein
history from Vanderbilt University. After earning her degree, Ruth Hill taught high-school history and government in
LaFayette, Georgia, before serving as a staff member for Campus Crusade for Christ in Atlanta. Sheis currently
assistant producer of the syndicated call-in radio show Dawson McAllister Live. Ruth Hill and her husband, Dawson,
live in Columbia, Tennessee, and have two sons. Ruth Hill's grandmother was L ouisa Watkins Fulton, Sam's daughter.
It is her great pleasure to make her great grandfather's dream come true.



