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Steve Houser, Linda Pelon, Jimmy W. Arterberry : Comanche Marker Trees of Texas  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Comanche Marker Trees of Texas: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. this book is excellent. Not only does it share history but it ...By 
CustomerIf you are interested in trees modified by American Indians, this book is excellent. Not only does it share 
history but it is a great "how to" book to know how to ensure you are identifying a modified tree as opposed to an 
"imposter."1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerExcellent research about little 
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known history of the Comanche travels and culture0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
ISLAND MERMAIDExcellent book

In this unprecedented effort to gather and share knowledge of the Native American practice of creating, designating, 
and making use of marker trees, an arborist, an anthropologist, and a Comanche tribal officer have merged their 
wisdom, research, and years of personal experience to create Comanche Marker Trees of Texas. A genuine marker tree 
is a rare find—only six of these natural and cultural treasures have been officially documented in Texas and 
recognized by the Comanche Nation. The latter third of the book highlights the characteristics of these six marker trees 
and gives an up-to-date history of each, displaying beautiful photographs of these long-standing, misshapen, 
controversial symbols that have withstood the tests of time and human activity. Thoroughly researched and richly 
illustrated with maps, drawings, and photographs of trees, this book offers a close look at the unique cultural 
significance of these living witnesses to our history and provides detailed guidelines on how to recognize, research, 
and report potential marker tree candidates.

"There are times and places on the southern Plains where a tree offers a welcome respite from the sun or serves as a 
beacon to water, food, or a place of significance. The authors of this book write of the importance of such trees to 
Native American people, past and present, but focus on Comanche uses of marker trees. While noting that not all bent 
or misshapen trees are marker trees, they point out the ways that trees were purposefully modified by the Comanche to 
serve as markers. After reading this book, I will not look at sentinels in the forest in the same way ever again." - Joe 
Watkins,  Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, University of Maryland 


