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Capt Taylor Fox : Combat Ready: Lessons Learned in the Journey to Fighter Pilot  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Combat Ready: Lessons Learned in the Journey to 
Fighter Pilot: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. ... radial engine bi-plane with his Grandfather to piloting the best 
that the UBy Eric MiddletonFollow Taylor as he goes from flying a radial engine bi-plane with his Grandfather to 
piloting the best that the U.S.A.F. has to offer. This is a comprehensive first-hand account of a pilot and his 4-year 
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journey to becoming a fighter pilot. Not only is this a story about USAF aviation but also about the attitude, work-
ethic, and determination needed to not only reach a goal but to excel at every-level. This book has many parallels to all 
aspects of aviation and other high-intensity dreams and goals. Enjoyed it throughly!3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. A wild ride, indeed.By SaraCombat Ready is an impressive story about a guy who had a dream and 
followed it, and followed it with finesse, to boot. The book is a refreshing piece of nonfiction, not just because of the 
subject matter, but because of the author's candor and authentic take on his experiences. What's great is that the reader, 
whether an aviator or not, gains a great deal from the captain's Lessons Learned; the advice and revelations therein are 
applicable no matter the walk of life from which the reader comes. That said, Combat Ready is certainly a must-read 
for any folks aspiring to become a pilot in the US military.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Combat 
Ready offers an unparalleled and unique perspective into the ...By pls0414Combat Ready offers an unparalleled and 
unique perspective into the esoteric world of becoming a fighter pilot for the USAF. From the initial arduous 
application and training process to an exhilarating first hand account of an F-16 training mission exercise, Captain Fox 
writes with a raw and uninhibited voice, leaving the reader with a sense of awe and respect for the men and women 
who hold the coveted position of fighter pilot. Combat Ready truly takes its reader on a journey through the eyes of 
Fox’s experiences and is a must read for those interested in aviation and what it takes to become a fighter pilot.

Take an unparalleled look at the incredible journey from civilian to combat-ready through the eyes of an American 
Fighter Pilot. Author Captain Taylor Fox chronicles his experiences while training to fly the F-16 and F-22 fighter jets 
in the United States Air Force. From doing push-ups in the mud to flying the world’s most advanced warfighting 
machine, Fox weaves a remarkable tale of life as an airman, both on the ground and in the air. Uniquely honest and 
without prejudice, Captain Fox's story bears personal truths, incorporating humor, trepidation, reflection, and a firm 
dedication to good storytelling. Each new entry leads to another revelation and lesson learned, portrayed with 
humility, honesty, and the author’s own authentic voice. Unlock the adventure of a lifetime as you race through the 
clouds at Mach 2. "Combat Ready is a uniquely entertaining read explaining the life lessons of becoming a warfighter 
in $150 million supersonic jets and how they can relate to your business and personal life. These young men are held 
to a higher standard, a standard this book identifies and organizations can learn to strive toward." -Rob K. Voss, 
Executive Vice-President of Sams's Club, Inc "A must read for anyone interested in the path to become, and 
experience of being, an American fighter pilot. Combat Ready is an in-depth look at what it takes to join one of the 
most elite communities in the world." -Colonel Peter B. Field, USM (ret.), F-18, A-4, and F-4 Pilot

About the AuthorCaptain Taylor Fox grew up in Springfield, Missouri before graduating with a Master’s degree in 
Business from the University of Missouri. He went on to graduate in the top of his pilot training classes and flew the F-
16 for the Air National Guard before transitioning to fly the F-22 in the Air Force Reserves. Having worked in a 
variety of industries including a venture capital fund, a global marketing agency, a digital news company, a corporate 
aviation department and starting numerous ventures on his own, Fox has an unusual perspective of the relationship 
between combat preparation and business. It is a level of experience necessary to relate to most industries.  In addition 
to the Air Force, he loves traveling, running, and is active in real estate. 


