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Philip Langer, Raobert Pois: Command Failurein War: Psychology and L eadership before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Command Failure in War: Psychology and
Leadership:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=025334378X

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating perspectiveBy M. S. Fentonl found the psychological
insights to historical military eventsto be interesting. In a previous incarnation | taught management "science" and the
psychological failures/flaws of people like General Lee, Napoleon, Hitler, Churchill, etc. are found in lesser beingsin
board rooms around the world. The insightsin this book would be useful to a student of business and political as well
as military leadership. The authors, one a historian and the other a psychologist, and both academics, elected to write
about military conflicts of global proportionsin order to make their point. Thisis understandable. The academic
tendencies tend to sound alittle like a college text book at times (which this may be the case) and this gets alittle
ponderous at times. But, it isworth sticking with it because the central theme is a common flaw in business, education,
government, and every other endeavor where you have people leading other people. If you hold any kind of |eadership
position you should read this book. | wish | had this book when | was teaching this stuff. It would have made things a
little more interesting.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Stephen M. KeatingReceived the
book in good condition

Why do military commanders, most of them usually quite capable, fail at crucial moments of their careers? Robert
Pois and Philip Langer?one a historian, the other an educational psychologist?study seven cases of military command
failures, from Frederick the Great at Kunersdorf to Hitler’ sinvasion of Russia. While the authors recognize the value
of psychological theorizing, they do not believe that one method can cover all theindividuals, battles, or campaigns
under examination. Instead, they judiciously take a number of psycho-historical approachesin hope of shedding light
on the behaviors of commanders during war. The other battles and commanders studied here are Napoleon in Russia,
George B. McClellan’s Peninsular Campaign, Robert E. Lee and Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg, John Bell Hood at
the Battle of Franklin, Douglas Haig and the British command during World War |, "Bomber" Harris and the Strategic
Bombing of Germany, and Stalingrad.
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