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John Richard Stephens : Commanding the Storm: Civil War Battles in the Words of the Generals Who Fought 
Them  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Commanding 
the Storm: Civil War Battles in the Words of the Generals Who Fought Them: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nuggets of history from the men who lived itBy Patrick J. 
SouthamIf you like memoirs this book is very good. It contains accounts of American Civil War battles written by the 
officers who fought them. The variety was good as I learned about some men who I had only heard about by name. I 
was highly impressed by the research that went in to this book. John Stephens tracked down correspondence, articles, 
and memoirs from officers on both sides of the conflict to read what they had to say about particular battles they were 
engaged in. Some of these remembrances were written shortly after the conflict, some were written years later. Over a 
century later this time in American history still fascinates.History is like mining a mountain. You can dig and dig and 
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there will always be more. I enjoyed reading this book and learning what these warriors thought about these particular 
battles. There is always more to learn, but this book contains some good nuggets indeed!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A very human story.By C. PanianI have been an interested Civil War buff for 62 years. Not 
a fanatic, but a reader of a great many books, beginning with Author, Bruce Catton. I can honestly say I received more 
enjoyment from this book than from any other I have read. The individual human experience written by the Generals 
brings apersonal touch that I have never had in any other Civil War book. If you don't tear up when reading General 
Grants capture of Vicksburg, or his telling of the surrender at Appomatic Court House, I would be surprised. I heartily 
recommend the purchase and reading of this very human side of America's greatest tradegy.'0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. This book is well written and documented. It tells ...By JazziegirlThis book is well written 
and documented. It tells the stories of some of the major battles of the civil war. It gives both the Confederate and the 
Union side of the the story. It also gives biographies of the main soldiers and leaders of the Civil War. Many of the 
accounts are taken directly from the Generals who were in charge of these battles.

From Beauregard and Custer to Lee and Sherman, twelve commanders from each side vividly describe what they and 
their men experienced at twelve of the war’s most legendary battles from Fort Sumter to Appomattox Court House in 
accounts gathered from letters, memoirs, reports, and testimonies. They relate noted incidents and personal triumphs 
and tragedies while covering strategies and explaining battlefield decisions. Trench warfare at Petersburg and 
Sherman’s scorched earth policy in Georgia foreshadowed the world wars to come, and technological 
advancements—such as armored steamships, landmines, and machine guns—literally changed the landscape of war. 
Submarines and a time bomb even came into play. Informative biographies and headnotes for each battle give parallel 
statistics at a glance and establish context; sidebars cover notable tactics and technologies, including espionage, aerial 
reconnaissance, and guerilla warfare; and a concise roll-call outline each commander's life in full after the war. Here, 
from the men who conducted and controlled it, is an invaluable sourcebook of what happened in the War Between the 
States and why. 

This will bring Civil War history alive. (Library Journal)About the AuthorJohn Richard Stephens trained as an 
intelligence officer and held numerous positions in the U.S. Air Force, including group level executive officer and 
squadron commander. The author of fourteen books, including Weird History 101; The Wild, Wild West; and Wyatt 
Earp Speaks!, he lives on Maui, Hawaii. 


