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Samuel R. Watkins : Company Aytch: A Classic Memoir of the Civil War  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Company Aytch: A Classic Memoir of the Civil War: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One of my favorite reads!By adamboyd5I personally believe this is 
one of the best personal accounts of the War Between the States I've ever read. Sam spoke in a way that reaches out 
and grabs you, takes you to his era and the many experiences he had during military life. I have read this book many 
times and only enjoy it more each read. If you have an interest in history and want a first hand account of what life 
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was like, please get this book and turn thru its pages. You will be pulled back in time and find it hard to put down.I 
also admire Sam Watkins' profession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. He is very open about his faith and I admire this 
as a fellow Christian.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Authentic narrative of the Civil War.By Andrea 
PrigotSamuel R. Watkins bequeaths us his authentic experience of the Civil War as lived and observed by a 
Confederate private from Tennessee. Often ribald, often horrifying, his epic work illuminates that dark chapter of our 
country's history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great ReadBy B. BakerVery interesting. Excellent 
first-person account of the civil war from a confederate soldier who fought it.

Among the plethora of books about the Civil War, Company Aytch stands out for its uniquely personal view of the 
events as related by a most engaging writer—a man with Twain-like talents who served as a foot soldier for four long 
years in the Confederate army. Originally published in 1881 as a series of articles in the Columbia, Tennessee, Herald, 
Sam Watkins's account has long been recognized by historians as one of the most lively and witty accounts of the war. 
Parallels between this text and The Red Badge of Courage suggest that Stephen Crane was also among Private 
Watkins's readers. This edition of Company Aytch also contains six previously uncollected articles by Sam Watkins, 
plus other valuable supplementary materials, including a map and period illustrations, a glossary of technical and 
military terms, a chronology of events, a concise history of Watkins's regiment, a biographical directory of individuals 
mentioned in the narrative, and geographic and topical indexes. This new edition of a Civil War classic is bound to 
become the edition of choice for students, military buffs, and general readers alike.

“This lively memoir is part of an ilk within the genre that contends with the harsh barbarism of combat using wry 
humor. Surviving impossible situations and seemingly countless battles, Confederate soldier Watkins manages not 
only to capture clearly a soldier's experience but also inadvertently to write a solid history of the war 
itself.”—Benjamin Brudner, Library Journal sFrom the Back Cover"Samuel Rush Watkins was a private in the 
Confederate Army, a twenty-one-year-old Southerner from Tennessee who knew about war but had never experienced 
it firsthand."--BOOK JACKET. "With the immediacy of a dispatch from the front lines, here are Watkins' firsthand 
observations and recollections, from combat on the battlefields of Shiloh ("On Sunday morning, the order was given 
for the whole army to advance, and to attack immediately. The fire opened - a ripping, roaring boom, bang!") and 
Chickamauga ("We debouched through the woods, firing as we marched. The Yankee line was about two hundred 
yards off. In ten minutes we were face to face with the foe") to encounters with Stonewall Jackson and Robert E. Lee, 
from the tedium of grueling marches to the terror of fellow soldiers' deaths, from breaking bread with a Georgia family 
to confronting the enemy eye to eye."--BOOK JACKET.About the AuthorSamuel "Sam" Rush Watkins (1839-1901) 
was a Confederate soldier during the American Civil War. He is known today for his memoir Company Aytch: Or, a 
Side Show of the Big Show, often heralded as one of the best primary sources about the common soldier's Civil War 
experience. Of the 120 men who enlisted in Company H in 1861, Sam Watkins was one of only seven alive when 
General Joseph E. Johnston's Army of Tennessee surrendered to General William Tecumseh Sherman.   Soon after the 
war ended, Watkins began writing his memoir, now heralded by many historians as one of the best war memoirs of all 
time. Watkins captures the pride, misery, glory, and horror experienced by the common foot soldier. Watkins is 
featured and quoted in Ken Burns' documentary The Civil War. 


