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Paperbacks) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating sociological studyBy AdinaZimsausaVery interesting


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801480752

reading about the Jewish Community and the contexts and perspectivesin this little ever-growing town.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. Lots of interesting history here! By Helen AustinSuch an interesting read about the
Jewish chicken-ranchersin Sonoma County.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Who'd a Thunk....By C.
Perelli-Minettithat a leeply little country town north of San Francisco was such a hotbed of Jewish culture and
activism?My only real quibble with the book is the anonymity of the disguised names (probably necessary, but it
detracts historically -- one hopes alater edition may come out with akey for those who didn't know the peoplein the
book. But, what a story!l knew all of the younger people mentioned and most of the the older generation as well. My
father knew many of the chicken ranchers and dairy farmers professionally, and my mother was close to a number of
the main characters. Asaresult, | had an inkling of some of this story, but only just.Thisis small history, afootnote
really, but fascinating.

Book by Kann, Kenneth L.

"This book is a portrait of the Petaluma Jewish community from the early years of the century to the present day. . . .
Kenneth L. Kann interviewed more than two hundred residents, representing three generations of Jewish Americans.
The picture that emerges from their testimony is of awonderfully animated and fractious community. . . . Its history
blends many of the familiar themes of American Jewish lifeinto arichly individual tapestry. . . . Inthefirst few
decades of this century, many Jewish immigrants from Russia and Eastern Europe wound up in Petaluma. . . . This
first generation of chicken farmers consisted largely of educated, often professional men and women; many were
drawn to chicken farming as much by Marxist or Zionist beliefs in the dignity of labor as by economic necessity. They
helped establish the particular character of a community, with its combination of arduous work and cultural
aspiration." Joshua Kosman, San Francisco Chronicle



