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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What were they firingBy michael scottExcellently detailed charts 
giving the names of the batteries, which units they were attached, there commanders, details of there fate. All 
informative, but no where does it show how many artillery pieces they operated, what type of cannons they used, even 
the photographs of the cannons were vague as to there identity. Waited patiently for a reorder of the book and was 
disappointed to say the least. According to the original description, these facts that were omitted were implied to be in 
the book. I should of sent the book back but because of the other information I didn't. Still highly disappointed2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Its a great resource for any civil war historianBy Ronald J BlackLot of 
research and compiling of info is evident. The price paid is worth it for the information provided in this book. It covers 
a area of the civil war and the armies not usually covered. It gives info about the confederate batteries, where from, 
commanders, when formed, when disbanded. Its a great resource for any civil war historian.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. The Definitive Artillery Organization BookBy Matthew BartlettThere have always been 
books about statistics and organizations for Civil War campaigns and units, but none ever like this. When I first heard 
about Confederate Artillery Organizations, I was intrigued by the idea and wondered constantly how it would be 
handled. When I received this work, I was pleasantly surprised at the format of the text and how easy it was to read it. 
F. Ray Sibley has provided the study of artillery during the American Civil War with something no other historian has 
been able to do. He was able to list and draw out all of the batteries which participated in the war and the officers 
which led them. F. Ray Sibley Jr. Has received his undergraduate and his graduate degrees from the Southeastern 
Louisiana University and has worked as an educator at the St. Tammany Parish in Louisiana. He has always had a 
deep interest in the war and is also the historian who wrote The Confederate Order of Battle: The Army of Northern 
Virginia which was a three volume study of the Confederate orders of battle which will also include volumes on the 
Trans-Mississippi and the Coastal Defenses. He has retired from teaching and spends his time tutoring, hunting, 
growing beautiful day lilies and reading anything he can. One would think that this is a simple book of statistics, but 
you would be wrong. Not only does this book provide an outlook into the organization of the battery and its officer, it 
provides a plethora of useful footnotes which gives information that may or may not have conflicted with official 
reports. For example, one of the batteries in question was a commission date of an officer in Badham’s Battery, 
Lieutenant Nelson McClees. One source states the commission date was February 4th, 1862 while another states the 
commission as February 10th, 1862. While this seems like a minor issue, the change in dates can be a larger help in 
the overall study of artillery and is quite useful. Other footnotes account for actions of officers other issues which have 
occurred in previous studies. The study is done in an alphabetical order which makes it easier to find batteries than if 
you organized them by state or division of the army. Other statistic driven works have organized regiments in a state 
order and has made finding artillery that much more difficult to analyze. But in this format, the batteries were easy to 
find which makes the book more valuable to any Civil War student and historian. I highly recommend this book to 
anyone interested in the artillery during the Civil War. The wealth of information stored in this volume is incredible 
and should be on the shelf of any Civil War historian or student. Without this study in the artillery, there may have 
been questions as to the organization of the officers and battery itself. Now, with Confederate Artillery Organizations, 
the students and historians of the future will thank Mr. Sibley for the work which he has done in this fine work. This is 
the definitive book on artillery organization on the market right now.Matthew Bartlett - Gettysburg Chronicle

Confederate Artillery Organizations: An Alphabetical Listing of the Officers and Batteries of the Confederacy, 
1861–1865 is a remarkable, immensely useful, and exceedingly rare book containing the names of the officers and 
every Confederate artillery unit. It is so rare that most scholars in the field don’t even know of its existence.It was 
originally published as simply Confederate Artillery Organizations by the U.S. War Department in 1898, one of 
Marcus J. Wright’s compilation aids to help assemble and organize the massive publication that would appear as the 
128-volume The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies 
(1880-1901), known to researchers and students alike as simply Official Records.Editor Ray Sibley spent more than a 
decade researching the thousands of entries, correcting mistakes, and adding many artillery units and additional 
officers unknown to the original compilers more than a century ago. Sibley utilized archival records, manuscripts, 
letters, diaries, and other sources to verify the original work, correct mistakes, and add further useful information in 
the form of hundreds of valuable footnotes.This new updated and easy-to-use reference work sets forth the linage of 
the Confederate artillery. It lists, in alphabetical order, individual batteries to artillery regiments, the names and 
alternate names for the batteries and the names of the men who led them. Also included are the dates of acceptance 
into Confederate service for each unit. Most companies have an annotation that includes an alternate name (if there 
was one), and the date if a unit disbanded or was merged into another organization. The annotations for officers 
include date of appointment, date of promotion to a higher grade (if any), date of transfers (if any), date dropped from 
rolls (if any), and date relieved of command (if any).Confederate Artillery Organizations also contains four rare and 
hard-to-find lists of Confederate artillery officers: “Memorandum of Artillery Officers, C. S. A.,” “List of Officers 
Corps of Artillery, C. S. Army, on U.S. Register of 1861,” “Superintendents of Armories,” and “Military Store-Keeper 
of Ordnance.” These lists illustrate the ranking of each officer in his respective grade. The extensive bibliography 



prepared by Mr. Sibley is an invaluable guide to Civil War historiography.Scholars, researchers, and students of the 
Civil War will be thankful Ray Sibley turned his considerable talents to this project. His tireless efforts made sure this 
rare book got back into print (including all digital formats), and turned what was once a valuable rare work into a 
reference book that is now both widely available and absolutely indispensable.

About the AuthorF. Ray Sibley, Jr. received his undergraduate and graduate degrees from Southeastern Louisiana 
University in Hammond, Louisiana, and worked for nearly 50 years as an educator in St. Tammany Parish. Ray is the 
author of a 3-volume set entitled The Confederate Order of Battle: The Army of Northern Virginia (1996), and is 
currently working on volumes covering the West and the Trans-Mississippi and coastal defenses. He is now retired 
and spends his time researching and writing, hunting, and growing beautiful day lilies. 


