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Ron Field : Confederate Cavalryman vs Union Cavalryman: Eastern Theater 1861–65 (Combat)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confederate Cavalryman vs 
Union Cavalryman: Eastern Theater 1861–65 (Combat): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The horse soldiers...By HMS WarspiteThe Union army began the 
American Civil War deficient in its cavalry arm. In contrast, the Confederacy almost immediately fielded a cavalry 
whose troopers were better riders and better prepared for combat. That situation would change over time. Experienced 
author Ron Field provides a highly readable narrative in the Osprey Combat Series book "Confederate Cavalryman 
Versus Union Cavalryman."The author has narrowed his focus to the Eastern Theater of the Civil War. Following a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472807316


introduction to the respective sides and their tactics and equipment, the narrative covers three separate cavalry combats 
in detail: Lewis Ford in 1862, Buckland Mills in 1863, and Tom's Brook in 1864. The respective analyses include 
illustrations, maps, and battle diagrams which outline the context and describe the outcome of each fight.This book is 
a good introduction to the topic. The discussion of equipment and tactics is surprisingly detailed given the short length 
of the book. This reviewer was fascinated by the description of the multiple models of carbines carried by the troopers 
on both sides. The three battles chosen for analysis are less well known than the more obvious examples of cavalry 
combat at Brandy Station and Yellow Tavern, but the author uses them well to illustrate his points. Recommended to 
the general reader and to the student of the Civil War.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. nice, but 
expected more...By Thomas B. MixThis book is nice but very limited to only 3 battles of the war in the Eastern 
Theater, focusing on Lewis Ford, 30 August, 1862, Buckland Mills, Oct. 19, 1863 and Toms Brook, Oct. 9, 1864. Mr. 
Field does a fine job in discussing each battle and the cavalry issues confronting the 2 sides, supporting each battle 
with excellent maps, pictures and paintings but using just the 3 it does limit the general context of the growth of the 
Union cavalry and the gradual degradation of the Confederate cavalry over the war. I expected more but did learn a lot 
regarding these 3 battles but it is a self limiting effort.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Charles OckrassaAs anticipated

This gripping study offers key insights into the tactics, leadership, combat performance, and subsequent reputations of 
Union and Confederate mounted units fighting in three pivotal cavalry actions of the Civil War - Second Bull 
Run/Manassas (1862), Buckland Mills (1863), and Tom's Brook (1864). During the intense, sprawling conflict that 
was the Civil War, both Union and Confederate forces fielded substantial numbers of cavalry, which carried out the 
crucial tasks of reconnaissance, raiding, and conveying messages. The perception was that cavalry's effectiveness on 
the battlefield would be drastically reduced in this age of improved mass infantry firepower. This book demonstrates 
how cavalry's lethal combination of mobility and dismounted firepower meant it was still very much a force to be 
reckoned with in battle. It also charts the swing in the qualitative difference of the cavalry forces fielded by the two 
sides as the war progressed, as the enormous initial superiority enjoyed by Confederate cavalry was gradually eroded, 
through the Union's outstanding improvements in training and tactics, and the bold and enterprising leadership of men 
such as Philip Sheridan. Featuring full-color artwork, specially drawn maps, and archive illustrations.
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