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George Cantor : Confederate Generals: Life Portraits  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Confederate Generals: Life Portraits: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Cam CurtisExcellent mini bios of Lee's most 
interesting generals. Well written, balanced,and good introduction to Jeff Davis' commanders.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. excellent information on our Confederate GeneralsBy Danny MurphyVery informative. 
excellent information on our Confederate Generals. Recommend reading to anyone interested in Civil War history.1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerI love it

In Confederate Generals: Life Portraits, author George Cantor unveils detailed sketches of sixteen of the South's most 
fascinating top officers, complete with over 200 eye-catching photographs and period illustrations. This book charts 
the rise and bitter defeat of the men who became Southern legends.
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From Library JournalJournalist and amateur historian Cantor presents a pictorial history of Civil War leaders, profiling 
20 Confederate generals from favorites Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson to less well known leaders Jubal Early 
and Robert Toombs. He pays close attention to each general's most important military actions and discusses their lives 
both before and after the war, offering entertaining anecdotes and an impressive array of photographs, some very rare. 
Neither scholarly nor particularly well written, his book is essentially a popular history for Civil War buffs that 
rehashes familiar stories and offers no new interpretations. Cantor relies mostly on secondary sources, many of which 
are outdated, and he supplies no footnotes. As a result, this work pales in comparison with other pictorial histories 
such as the six-volume The Civil War Times Illustrated Photographic History of the Civil War (Black Dog Leventhal, 
1994), edited by William C. Davis and Bell I. Wiley. Still, Cantor's book does possess two strengths: it is a unique 
single-volume treatment of Confederate leaders that would serve well as a quick reference guide, and the photographs 
are expressive and detailed. More a coffee-table book than a serious work of history, this work is appropriate for large 
public libraries.ARhonda L. Smith, Eastern Kentucky Univ., Richmond Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From BooklistAn emerging trend in Civil War historiography concentrates on how the masses of ordinary citizens 
and soldiers coped with and reacted to our greatest national trial. If this collection of biographical sketches of 20 of the 
most prominent Confederate commanders goes against that trend, Civil War buffs will still find this an enjoyable and 
valuable read. Cantor, a^B columnist for the Detroit News and consultant to the History Channel, writes in a 
nonpedantic, easily digestible style. Although he breaks no new ground in his portraits of the more-renowned generals, 
he provides often-fascinating tidbits about the lives of lesser lights, including Patrick Cleburne and Joseph Wheeler. 
One can reasonably debate the significance of these men and their personal quirks in determining the course of the 
war, but this work will be a fine addition to a Civil War collection. Jay FreemanCopyright © American Library 
Association. All rights reserved Readers will find Confederate Generals perhaps the best one volume consideration of 
the full panoply of Southern military leadership. This thought provoking, well-researched book is written with flowing 
elegance. Both the novice student of Civil War history as well as seasoned enthusiast will find the work a fine, 
succinct consideration of the passions that fashioned the Southern commander and that continue to shape today's 
dialogues on the conflict. (Civil War News) 


