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1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A reprint of Bradford's Confederate PortraitsBy Old 
WarhorseAlthough insightful in some areas, Bradford's "Portraits" now, as well as when first published in the early 
20th centery, is a product of Lost Cause idolatry. I was especially irritated by his portrait of General James Longstreet 
who, after spending many years in the South's doghouse, is now viewed as one of the very best generals produced by 
the South in the Civil War. Longstreet received his "Scarlet S" after the war because he joined the Republican party in 
an effort to help the Southern people---a move widely misunderstood for a long time. Bradford's psychographical 
comments in many of the sketches had their origin from his deep belief in the "Lost Cause" of the Civil War, therefore 
the comments about Longstreet and others should be understood in that context.

The distinguished historian Gamaliel Bradford, Jr.--author of Lee, the American and other acclaimed Civil War 
biographies--offers portraits of eight key leaders of the Confederacy. Bradford's skills at compiling concise profiles are 
at their finest in these compelling sketches of prominent figures in the Southern Cause.Commanding officers include 
Joseph E. Johnston, the highest-ranking U.S. Army officer to resign and join the Confederacy; the war's most famous 
cavalryman, J. E. B. Stuart; Lee's "Old War Horse," James Longstreet, who served from Manassas to Appomattox; P. 
G. T. Beauregard, winner of the nearly bloodless victory at Fort Sumter; and Rear Admiral Raphael Semmes, so 
successful in battle that he was charged at the war's end with treason and piracy. Confederate statesmen include U.S. 
Senator Judah P. Benjamin, appointed by Jefferson Davis as Confederate attorney general, secretary of war, and 
secretary of state; Vice-President of the Confederate States, Alexander H. Stephens; and Senator Robert Toombs, who 
evolved from conservative Unionist to ardent secessionist.The book concludes with the "high water mark" of the 
Confederacy at Gettysburg and examines the effects of that momentous battle. Previously available only in expensive, 
hard-to-find editions, this volume is a rare find for Civil War buffs.


