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3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A bit too heavyBy BeeperdoI've done some study of the subject 
matter in this book and almost gave up on it in the first 10 pages. Quickly define Pennyroyal, Manichean, and 
internecine without a reference aid. Get the idea? The words pragmatism and pragmatic are terribly overused. The 
author is an obvious scholar and student of the Civil War in Appalachia. What is missing is the ability to relate a very 
compelling story to an average reader in terms they can readily understand. This book offers no answers and perhaps 
there are no answers to give. The Champ Ferguson story is an enigma that will forever be tainted with opinion. This 
book is the most well researched study I have ever encountered on this subject. The author has spent considerable time 
in putting this work together. Too bad he didn't spend more time in conveying that research in readily, understandable 
terms. I would have enjoyed his efforts much more.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy 
Katherine WebbA lot of local history here and very interesting things about Champ Ferguson and the times. I 
definitely would recommend if you like Civil War history0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Jammie GoffI purchased this for my father because some of our relatives are mentioned in the book.

Winner, 2012 Tennessee History Book Award given by the Tennessee Library Association and Tennessee Historical 
Commission.

''This vivid portrait of one of the Civil War's legendary renegades is a welcome addition to the ever-expanding 
scholarship on guerrilla warfare. Brian McKnight adeptly draws on Champ Ferguson's ruthless and reckless exploits to 
provide fresh insights into the complex forces that propelled southern highlanders into a far more personal and 
localized conflict than that waged elsewhere in the Confederate South. A masterful study of both the man and the 
Appalachian society that produced him and his compatriots.'' --John C. Inscoe, author of Race, War, and 
Remembrance in the Appalachian South''This insightful and deeply researched book paints a vivid picture of the 
infamous Rebel guerrilla Champ Ferguson and the war-torn mountain region where he pursued his homicidal career. 
An important contribution to our understanding of the Civil War in southern Appalachia.'' --Stephen V. Ash, author of 
Firebrand of Liberty: The Story of Two Black Regiments That Changed the Course of the Civil WarAbout the 
AuthorBrian D. McKnight is Associate Professor of History at the University of Virginia's College at Wise. His book, 
Contested Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia, won the James I. Robertson Literary 
Prize in 2007. 


