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Angus Konstam : Confederate Raider 1861–65 (New Vanguard)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confederate Raider 1861–65 (New Vanguard): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. For Historians, Modelmakers, Commerce RaidersBy margot"This 
manifest is a complete fraud! Do you take me for a dunce? Sir, I am going to burn your ship!" So declared Captain 
Raphael Semmes (Ray-fee'ul Simms) as he consigned yet another Yankee freighter to the briny deep.Surely there can 
have been no more exciting role in all of human history than that of a crew member (well, officer anyway) of one of 
those excellent Confederate commerce raiders of the early 1860s...the CSS Sumter and the CSS Florida and the CSS 
Shenandoah, and most specifically the legendary CSS Alabama, the most famous ship in the world, of which the Cape 
Malays of old Cape-Town sang and continue to sing to this day, provided there still are Cape Malays. (Search for: 
Daar Kom Die Alabama.) When foreigners sing of "Alabama," it's not the state or the Crimson Tide they're thinking 
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of, but the ship.We have here a fantastically detailed set of illustrations, set in a silver sea of letterpress and photocuts, 
which will enable boatbuilders and modelmakers to construct their own version of these marvelous cruisers. But the 
book is primarily aimed at the amateur and professional historian seeking a good bibliography and capsule summary. 
The book is slight, but worth every penny.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Successful 
ConfederatesBy J, Carter WattsOsprey has always produced a very informative and interesting series of books. This 
one can be listed among them. The Confederacy had some success on the eastern front and little everywhere else. One 
bright spot was the Confederate Navy. Early on the South realized they were at a disadvantage as far as production of 
war supplies was concerned. Therefore ships were bought to attack Northern commerce. Those ships such as the 
Alabama and Shenandoah were great successes and had the South had more such ships the outcome of the war may 
have been different, especially had these ships broken the blockade. I wish the book was longer, but that is a 
characteristic of Osprey books. I would recommend this book for those interested in a part of the war that is 
overlooked.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy GusAnother great addition in the series by 
Osprey Publishing.

The Confederate states adopted radical solutions to counter the naval superiority of their opponents. One of the more 
successful solutions they adopted was the use of commerce raiders. This book describes the reasons which forced the 
Confederates to resort to commerce raiding, and outlines the way in which these craft were converted or specially built 
to perform their role. It details not only the way these craft were operated and manned, but also their brutal attacks, 
daring escapes and climatic battles against the large numbers of Union warships forced to hunt them down.

From the PublisherThe unrivalled illustrated reference on fighting vehicles, transport and artillery through the ages. 
Each volume is illustrated throughout, making these books uniquely accessible to history enthusiasts of all ages.About 
the AuthorAngus Konstam hails from the Orkney Islands and is the author of over 20 books for Osprey. His other 
maritime titles include Campaign 103: Hampton Roads 1862, New Vanguard 41: Confederate Ironclad 1861–65 and 
New Vanguard 56: Union River Ironclad 1861–65. Formerly the Curator of Weapons in the Royal Armouries at the 
Tower of London, he also served as the Chief Curator of the Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Florida. He is 
now based in London, where he combines a freelance museum consultancy business with a career as a historian and 
writer. 


