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John Bell : Confederate Seadog: John Taylor Wood in War and Exile before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confederate Seadog: John Taylor Wood in War and Exile:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. John Taylor Wood - An Exciting Life of Service ValorBy Blockade
RunnerThisisafine, well researched work by Canadian archivist, John Bell. It follows the interesting, albeit little
known, exploits of Confederate sea hero John Taylor Wood. What is most enjoyable is that the book chronicles
Wood's life before and after his Confederate service. Upon moving with his family to Halifax, Canada after the war,
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John Taylor Wood became a very successful businessman. | suppose the adage that the "cream always rises to the top"
is certainly appropriate in the case of Captain Wood.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. an
INTRODUTION TO AN AMAZING MANBY Donald C. BowmanThe Confederacy's needs fostered arisk taking
military and John Taylor Wood was one of the boldest.| enjoyed the book and wished for someone to expand upon it
in the future. The book is actually two biographies bound in the same volume. Both are summary in nature, and some
digging into the expanding store of Civil War history should provide afollow on that at does full credit to Wood, one
of two men who held high rank in both Army and Navy. More! More!4 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. A Great Naval Hero Recieves a Fresh LookBy Robert G. CarroonJohn Bell has written an excellent summary
of the life of John Taylor Wood, commanding officer of the C.S.S. Tallahassee, one of the Confederate Navy's most
successful cruisersin the War Between the States. While there have been several excellent accounts of the military
action in which Wood participated thisisthe first full biography to give the complete story of thisintrepid seaman. As
Commander of the C.S.S. Tallahassee Chapter of the Military Order of the Stars and Bars | can unreservedly
recommend this excellent study.---Dr. Robert G. Carroon

John Taylor Wood, the grandson of President Zachary Taylor and a nephew of Jefferson Davis, was one of the most
daring and remarkabl e participants of the Civil War and among the few people to hold dual rank in the Confederate
military as a captain in the Confederate States Navy (CSN) and a colonel in the cavalry. Wood was widely known for
his wartime activities, but at the time of his death in 1904, he had been largely forgotten. This work combines a
thorough biography of John Taylor Wood and three of his memoirs that were published in Century magazine between
1885 and 1898. The biography gives special attention to Wood's childhood and youth, such as his harrowing
experiences in Florida during the Seminole Wars, his service in the United States Navy during and after the Mexican
War, his experiences in California during the Gold Rush and his leading role among the members of the little-known
postwar Confederate naval colony in Halifax, Nova Scotia, organized to fight the Fenian forces for the British in 1866.
His writings about the war and other literary activities, and his friendship with William Hall, the first African
American to win the Victoria Cross are covered. The memoirs in this book cover his service on the CSS Virginia, the
cruise of the CSS Tallahassee (of which he was the commander), and his gutsy escape from the South as the
Confederacy collapsed.

"acomprehensive volume" -- Civil War Book "compelling...well-researched, well-written biography of afascinating
Civil War officer" -- The Civil War News'splendid...well-written...a most satisfactory treatment of a neglected but
important Confederate war leader" -- North South"stranger than fiction...recommended for those interested in the Civil
War, the Navy and fascinating stories" --Catholic Library World"Splendid...enthralling...clear and concise." --Civil
War CourierAbout the AuthorJohn Bell isa senior archivist at the National Archives of Canada. He livesin Ottawa.



