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Louis S. Schafer : Confederate Underwater Warfare: An Illustrated History  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confederate Underwater Warfare: An Illustrated History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good bookBy A CustomerThis is a great book. Good research good 
writing about a very little-known front of the War. By the way, the review has a misspelling -- it's Matthew Fontaine 
Maury, not Murray.

Though the Union Navy held a numerical advantage over its Confederate counterpart, the South's forces had one 
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weapon that was not readily available to the North--underwater mines, known at the time as torpedoes. More Union 
ships were destroyed by torpedoes than by all other means combined. The South's superiority in underwater weaponry 
can be directly traced to the work of an oceanographer named Matthew Fontaine Murray. Recognizing the South's 
limited capabilities, Murray persuaded its leaders to develop underwater weapons. This is the first detailed history ever 
of the South's development and deployment of both offensive and defensive underwater weaponry. Included are many 
photographs of actual salvaged Confederate mines.

"a wealth of information...impressive bibliography" -- The Mariners' Museum Journal"considerable information" -- 
The Journal of Southern History"covers a great deal of ground...quite detailed" -- The Civil War Courier"provid[es] a 
concise account of Confederate underwater warfare activities" -- The Civil War News"useful information" --Civil 
WarFrom the Inside FlapThough the Union Navy held a numerical advantage over its Confederate counterpart, the 
South's forces had one weapon that was not readily available to the North--underwater mines, known at the time as 
torpedoes. More Union ships were destroyed by torpedoes than by all other means combined. The South's superiority 
in underwater weaponry can be directly traced to an oceanographer named Matthew Fontaine Murray. Recognizing the 
South's limited capabilities, Murray persuaded its leaders to develop underwater weapons. This is the first detailed 
history ever of the South's development of both offensive and defensive underwater weaponry. Many photographs of 
salvaged Confederate mines are included.About the AuthorLouis S. Schafer lives in Morgantown, Indiana. 


