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Piero Gleijeses: Conflicting Missions. Havana, Washington, and Africa, 1959-1976 before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Conflicting Missions. Havana, Washington, and
Africa, 1959-1976:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | found this a very interesting book, following the ...By Carolal
found this avery interesting book, following the interventions of Cuba and Washington in Africa, especially Angola,
in the 1970s. Cuba's successful intervention in the form of troops and help to the MPLA was motivated by idealism
and amission to carry out revolution. Washington's motives included fighting Communism and restoring credibility
after Vietnam and consisted of support to the troops of apartheid South Africa.0 of 0 people found the following


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807854646

review helpful. Great book! It confirmswhat | always suspected in ...By CustomerGreat book! It confirms what |
always suspected in that Angola-Namibia-South Africa-Cuba-Washington dynamic! | have recommended it to friends
and | used it in one of my classesl of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential reading for anyone
interested in the Cold War in AfricaBy GeoffA great book in many ways, and essential reading for anyone interested
in the Cold War in Africa. | just wish the Kindl edition had hyper-linked endnotes.

Thisis acompelling and dramatic account of Cuban policy in Africafrom 1959 to 1976 and of its escalating clash
with U.S. policy toward the continent. Piero Gleijeses's fast-paced narrative takes the reader from Cubasfirst stepsto
assist Algerian rebels fighting France in 1961, to the secret war between Havana and Washington in Zaire in 1964-65--
where 100 Cubans led by Che Guevara clashed with 1,000 mercenaries controlled by the CIA--and, finaly, to the
dramatic dispatch of 30,000 Cubansto Angolain 1975-76, which stopped the South African advance on Luanda and
doomed Henry Kissinger's major covert operation there. Based on unprecedented archival research and firsthand
interviewsin virtually al of the countriesinvolved--Gleijeses was even able to gain extensive access to closed Cuban
archives--this comprehensive and balanced work sheds new light on U.S. foreign policy and CIA covert operations. It
revolutionizes our view of Cuba'sinternational role, challenges conventional U.S. beliefs about the influence of the
Soviet Union in directing Cuba's actionsin Africa, and provides, for the first time ever, alook from the inside at
Cuba's foreign policy during the Cold War."Fascinating . . . and often downright entertaining. . . . Gleijeses recounts
the Cuban story with considerable flair, taking good advantage of rich material.--Washington Post Book
World"Gleijesessresearch . . . bluntly contradicts the Congressional testimony of the era and the memoirs of Henry A.
Kissinger. . . . After reviewing Dr. Gleijesess work, several former senior United States diplomats who were involved
in making policy toward Angola broadly endorsed its conclusions.--New Y ork Times'With the publication of
Conflicting Missions, Piero Gleijeses establishes his reputation as the most impressive historian of the Cold War in the
Third World. Drawing on previously unavailable Cuban and African as well as American sources, he tells a story that's
full of fresh and surprising information. And best of al, he does this with a remarkable sensitivity to the perspectives
of the protagonists. This book will become an instant classic.--John Lewis Gaddis, author of We Now Know:
Rethinking Cold War HistoryBased on unprecedented research in Cuban, American, and European archives, thisisthe
compelling story of Cuban policy in Africafrom 1959 to 1976 and of its escalating clash with U.S. policy toward the
continent. Piero Gleijeses sheds new light on U.S. foreign policy and CIA covert operations, revol utionizes our view
of Cubasinternational role, and provides the first look from the inside at Cuba's foreign policy during the Cold War.--
>

From Library Journal Gleijeses (Sch. of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins Univ.; Shattered Hope: The
Guatemalan Revolution and the United States, 1944-1954) offers a Cold War study not of two superpowers but of
Third World policy in Third World countries. This book looks at U.S. and Cuban foreign policiesin Africa, a
continent generally ignored by American foreign policymakers but highly important to Castro's Cuba. In examining
small engagementsin Algeria and Guinea-Bissau, as well as larger engagementsin Zaire and Angola, Gleijeses argues
that, contrary to American belief, Cuba did not merely act as a Soviet pawn in Africa but pursued its own interests.
Castro viewed Africa as an important battleground to combat "capitalist imperialism," usualy contrary to Soviet
policies. Gleijeses conducted extensive research in writing this book, including gaining unprecedented access to Cuban
archival material and oral histories. Thereislittle material available on Cuban-African relations, and nothing this
comprehensive. Recommended for academic libraries. Mike Miller, Dallas P.L. Copyright 2001 Reed Business
Information, Inc. Probably the most comprehensive, well researched work on the role of Cubansin the liberation wars
in South Africa.--Dissident Voice Gleijesessresearch . . . bluntly contradicts the Congressional testimony of the era
and the memoirs of Henry A. Kissinger. . . . [This] book strongly challenges common perceptions of Cuban behavior
in Africa. . . . After reviewing Dr. Gleijesesswork, several former senior United States diplomats who were involved
in making policy toward Angola broadly endorsed its conclusions.--New Y ork TimesUsing a combination of
interviews with the key US and Cuban actors and CIA, State Department, Soviet, and, uniquely, Cuban archives,
Gleijeses has produced atour de force that lifts the veil of secrecy over the detail, if not the general outlines, of Cuba's
engagement in Africa. . . . Beautifully written.--African Affairswith the publication of Conflicting Missions, Piero
Gleijeses establishes his reputation as the most impressive historian of the Cold War in the Third World. Drawing on
previously unavailable Cuban and African as well as American sources, he tells a story that's full of fresh and
surprising information. And best of all, he does this with a remarkable sensitivity to the perspectives of the
protagonists. This book will become an instant classic.--John Lewis Gaddis, Y ale University Gleijeses brilliantly
describes those deceits and disguises, with all their accompanying blood and guts and glory. Over the 10 years it took
him to research this book, Gleijeses seemingly tracked down every lead, every participant, every document on all sides
of the conflicts. His book is a necessary corrective to past misinterpretations of how and why the Cubans intervened in
Africa. . .. A fascinating account of Cuban involvement in Africa.--Los Angeles TimesThe best study available of
Cuban operationsin Africaduring the Cold War. . . . A valuable, highly informative book that sheds light on events



hitherto obscure.--Journal of Cold War StudiesThis excellent book reads in some ways as traditional diplomatic
history, with pages full of U.S. government officials producing and debating documents. . . . Yet Piero Gleijeses offers
far more, for the chapters are filled with the thoughts and actions of avast array of actors. . . . Gleijeses has undertaken
inordinate amounts of research for this book. . . . Sorich in sources and so sharp in analysis that all interested in the
Cold War, and particularly the Cold War ‘from below, from Third world country to Third World country,' should be
thankful Gleijeses has produced such afine book.--Journal of American HistoryA masterpiece. Therich diversity of
material (extensive work in Cuban archives, particularly) is matched by sophisticated analysis and stylistic elegance. . .
. Thisbook is a canvas of the revolution, its moral imperative, its leaders, and its not infrequent tragicomic episodes.--
Latin American Research Deftly written and meticulously researched. . . . [Gleljeses] has written a very measured
study and he has done so with considerable panache. He has succeeded in opening up important new perspectives on
how the Cold War played out in sub-Saharan Africa.--International AffairsA revealing account.--The East-AfricanA
Cold War study not of two superpowers but of Third World policy in Third World countries. . . . Gleijeses conducted
extensive research in writing this book, including gaining unprecedented access to Cuban archival material and oral
histories. Thereislittle material available on Cuban-African relations, and nothing this comprehensive.--Library
Journal This breakthrough work confirms Piero Gleijeses's reputation as a master practitioner of international history.
In Conflicting Missions, this indefatigable researcher and gifted stylist offers fresh insights at every turn--from the mix
of prudence and internationalism that turned Castro to Africa, to the dedication of Cubans serving abroad, to the
complex relationship between Havana and M oscow, to the persistent gap between U.S. intelligence analysts and their
policy bosses.--Michael H. Hunt, University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill Conflicting Missions. Havana,
Washington, and Africa, 1959-1976 provides scholars, students, and government officials the chance to view [Cold
War history] from below, from "Third World country to Third World country.'--Latin Americanist[ The author's|
careful and convincing analysis illuminates Cuban motivations in Africa, while challenging standard interpretations of
US and Soviet responses to Fidel Castro's decisions to intervene in African upheavals. . . . Thorough documentation, a
detailed bibliography, maps, photographs, and a useful abbreviation list add to the value of thisimportant Cold War
study.--ChoiceThisis an extraordinary book. Based on extensive archival research and interviews on three continents,
Piero Gleijeses provides a comprehensive history of Cuban policy in Africafrom 1959 to 1976. . . . The archival
research undergirding this book is unprecedented. . . . The interviews are equally impressive. . . . Theresult isan
astonishingly thorough and well-documented narrative, no doubt the definitive account of these events. . . . Readers
should not be deterred by the book's length; it is well-written, even gripping. . . . For scholars who take on these topics
in the future, Gleijeses has set a standard of excellence that will be hard to match.--The AmericasSplendid. . . . [This]
book will stand for along time as the major study of the 'conflicting missions' of Washington and Havana in Africato
1976.--Journal of Military HistoryBrilliantly researched, carefully argued. Gleijeses reshapes our view of the Cuban
rolein Africain the 1960s and 1970s. He gives voice to the autonomy of revolutionary states and shatters established
myths about the Soviet-Cuban relationship. This book is indispensable for understanding international relations in the
1960s and 1970s.--Melvyn P. Leffler, University of Virginia In his path-breaking and original study, Gleijeses
provides an insightful view into the international relations and conflicts that drove the foreign policies of Cuba,
various African nations and national liberation movements, and the imperialist powers led by the US.--Political
AffairsRewarding reading. [ This book] is not only devastatingly well researched and exceptionally clearly written. It
reads like an adventure story.--MilitantThis will be as good an account of the whole episode as one will likely get.--
Washington Times[Gleijeses] hasin this analysis of Cuba's adventuresin Africa set a standard for the writing of
international history.--Stephen G. Rabe, Hispanic American Historical A monumental study. . . . A model of how to
document one of the least understood but most significant episodesin international Cold War politics.--Science and
SocietyA masterpiece. The rich diversity of material (extensive work in Cuban archives, particularly) is matched by
sophisticated analysis and stylistic elegance. More than an extensive account of Cuba's interest and actionsin Africa,
this book is a canvas of the revolution, its moral imperative, its leaders, and its not infrequent tragicomic episodes. . . .
What makes Conflicting Missions unique isthat it is peopled, it is political history with the characters brought back
in.--Latin American Research Admirable. . . . A racy tale of revolutionary romance.--The EconomistGleijeses gained
remarkable access to Cuban documents, and his major contribution liesin what he has discovered there.--Foreign
AffairsConflicting Missions. . . isfascinating . . . and often downright entertaining. . . . Gleijeses recounts the Cuban
story with considerable flair, taking good advantage of rich material. The cast of characters all by itself would ignite
lively conversations among Africa hands and students of U.S. policy in the developing world. . . . Rich and
provocative.--Washington Post Book World



