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Elzear Blaze : Military Life Under Napoleon: The Memoirs of Captain Elzear Blaze  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Military Life Under Napoleon: The Memoirs of 
Captain Elzear Blaze: 

6 of 32 people found the following review helpful. Boring triviaBy kennedy john FORESMANI am a collector of 
memoirs of the French Revolution and 1st Empire and hope to use them to rewrite and complement the regimental 
histories that already exist. Unfortunately, many of these memoirs are vague and picturesque, but none of them are as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1883476062


rambling, disjointed and peppered with idiotic and inconsequential dialogues as this one. Blaze's banter and anecdotes 
often refer to periods prior to 1789. In all of Blaze's book there is only one interesting uniform detail: Captains and 
higher grades of the Young Guard flanker regiments wore their former blue Old Guard uniforms while the lower 
grades wore green.

Then called Military Life Under the First Empire, it appeared in 1837 and at once enjoyed such success that copies 
became quite rare. Poor but sensationalized translations appeared in English. Turned author, the onetime captain of the 
Grande Armée described his service with racy good humor. All its characters, from marshals of the Empire to buck 
privates, are depicted with an astonishing accuracy; the reader senses that they have really lived. After finishing this 
volume, we are certain that you will feel the same inexpressible regret that comes when you turn, all too soon, the last 
page of a best-selling novel.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FrenchAbout the AuthorCAPTAIN ELEAZAR 
BLAZE served with distinction in the armies of Napoleon and saw action in Poland, Spain and Germany. He began his 
career as a Velite in the Imperial Guard and was later commissioned into a line infantry regiment, attaining the rank of 
captain in 1814.John Elting graduated from Stamford University was a professional soldier much of his life, retired in 
1968. 


