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Ian F. W. Beckett : Modern Insurgencies and Counter-Insurgencies: Guerrillas and their Opponents since 1750 
(Warfare and History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Modern Insurgencies and Counter-Insurgencies: Guerrillas and their Opponents since 1750 (Warfare and 
History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. PassportBy Sean Patrick Innocent DineenTapped view of the psych 
aspects of warfare0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. COINBy Per SjogrenTo be able to predict the 
future of gerilla warfare you bust know the past. Becket present the major insuregery headlines in details30 of 35 
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people found the following review helpful. Questionable CredibilityBy Terry TuckerThe author writes an very 
interesting book, sometimes it races along and at other times it becomes tedious. The author also offers many quotes 
and what appears to be tons of background, supportive and historical evidence to support his claims; Yet the author 
gives absolutely no footnotes or endnotes that one might validate or verify his sources. I was able to correctly identify 
many of his sources, but an over reliance on one's memory is not a useful academic tool. If one is seeking a credible 
research source, I can not honestly recommend this book, strictly on the basis that an indiviudal can not substantiate 
primary and or secondary sources as the author has used them.The author does offer a substantial recommended 
reading list at the end of each chapter, but does not provide the standard alphabetically listed bibliography. Its tedious 
to search the reading list because of the way he has structured it.The chapters are well organized and flow well through 
history from approximately the 1750's to roughly 2000. Although the book would benefit the novice as a "starter" in 
terms of the amount of historical information that the author provides; the scholar or researcher will not be able to 
validate or verify the veracity of the Authors quotes, examples or dates.All in All I would rate this book 3 stars for its 
readability. I would rate it 4 stars for its contribution to the debate on modern insurgency/counter-insurgency and I will 
rate it at zero stars for its usefulness to research, simply because it has no endnotes or footnotes. In comparison with 
other books I would suggest that Robert B Asprey's updated Volume I, War in the Shadow's, long considered the 
academic baseline on the guerrilla in history is far superior.

Modern Insurgencies and Counter-Insurgencies explores how unconventional warfare tactics have opposed past and 
present governments all over the world, from eighteenth-century guerrilla warfare to the urban terrorism of today. 
Insurgency remains one of the most prevalent forms of conflict and presents a crucial challenge to the international 
community, governments and the military.In addition to examining the tactics of guerrilla leaders such as Lawrence, 
Mao, Guevara and Marighela, Modern Insurgencies and Counter-Insurgencies also analyses the counter-insurgency 
theories of Gallieni, Callwell, Thompson and Kitson. It explores such conflicts as:* the American War of 
Independence* Napoleon's campaign in Spain* the wars of decolonisation* the superpowers in Vietnam and 
Afghanistan* conflicts in Northern Ireland, Sierra Leone and Colombia.

"this is a first rate book [with] an excellent up-to-date bibliography at the end of each chapter."-The International 
History , December 2002 About the AuthorIan F. W. Beckett is Professor of Modern History at the University of 
Luton and a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. His many publications include The Amateur Military Tradition 
(1991) and Encyclopedia of Guerilla Warfare(1999). 


