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V. M. Molotov, Feliz Chuev : Molotov Remembers: Inside Kremlin Politics  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Molotov Remembers: Inside Kremlin Politics: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Molotov talks.....!!!!By R. O'neilIf you are interested in 
Russian/Soviet History this book gives a great insight into one of the MAIN characters of the 20th century...and he is 
not ashamed of his actions...He lived a long life and was mentally active until the end....Likely he is telling "HIS" 
version of things but what is unique about this book is that Molotov met with Felic Chuev over a period of 17 years 
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and answered most questions .... Molotov is filtered by Felix Chuev and I believe is as close to an Autobiography we 
can get....Most high level Communists did not believe in writing Memoirs .... not until the 1980's did such books 
appear.........1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Purge and the lesser purges of the post WWII 
...By CustomerNotes from his softball questioning by another Stalin true-believer. Molotov provides more details than 
one really wants to know about the Stalin years without ever discussing in detail the Ukrainian famine, Great Purge 
and the lesser purges of the post WWII period. Nevertheless it provides a useful insight into how probably Stalin 
viewed himself (as a dedicated Leninist defending Communism from an army of heretics).0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. ExcellentBy WILLIAM S. GRAYExcellent and chilling account of the socialist mindset.

In conversations with the poet-biographer Felix Chuev, Molotov offers an incomparable view of the politics of Soviet 
society and the nature of Kremlin leadership under communism. Filled with startling insights and indelible portraits, 
the book is an historical source of the first order. A mesmerizing and chilling chronicle. ?Kirkus Reviews

From Library JournalMolotov was a central (and often sinister) figure in Soviet politics until his expulsion from the 
Central Committee in 1957. A foreign minister during World War II and an influential policy-maker in the early days 
of the Cold War, he was considered Stalin's right-hand man. His memoirs, compiled from a series of 139 
conversations with the Russian writer Chuev between 1969 and Molotov's death in 1986, were first published in 
Moscow in 1991 to great acclaim. Molotov reveals the inner workings of the Soviet system, providing much new 
information about decisions, events, and prominent personalities. Historian Resis has attached an introductory 
overview on Molotov's career and importance and has also provided brief notes to each of the book's four major 
sections--International Affairs, With Lenin, With Stalin, and Since Stalin. A chronology of events from 1890 to 1986 
is appended. Indispensable for all Soviet history collections.- Thomas A. Karel, Franklin Marshall Coll. Lib., 
Lancaster, Pa.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sV.M. Molotov (1890-1986) rose to power 
with Lenin, serving briefly as the USSR's premier before Stalin's ascent and then as foreign minister during Stalin's 
reign and afterward. Like his masters, he left no official memoir--but in 1969, he held 140 conversations with Soviet 
poet and biographer Felix Chuev, who recorded the talks in a diary. Here, intelligently organized by Resis 
(History/Northern Illinois University), are extracts of the conversations--the most extensive overview ever available by 
a Bolshevik founding father of the Soviet Union's youth and middle age. Resis divides and groups the QAs between 
Chuev and Molotov into four sections: ``International Affairs,'' ``With Lenin,'' ``With Stalin,'' and ``After Stalin.'' The 
subjects range from the personal (during Stalin's rule, ``We ate Siberian fish rather often at Stalin's place. White 
salmon...frozen, with garlic and vodka, raw...Beria would also bring grits, corn, and, in particular, certain kinds of 
cheese...'') to the global (during WW II, Churchill ``hated us and tried to use us. But we used him, too. We made him 
work with us''). What comes through most forcefully is the ruthlessness of the Soviet leaders (``Lenin was implacable 
when the Revolution...was at stake,'' says Molotov, implicating the Bolshevik leader in the execution of the Czar and 
his family; ``I believe [that in the 1930's] we had to pass through a period of error....Beria on his own could not have 
done it. He carried out the orders, very harsh orders issued by Stalin'')--including Molotov himself: ``Stalin, in my 
opinion, pursued a correct line: let innocent heads roll, but there will be no wavering....'' An important resource for 
future Soviet studies, Molotov's words also provide a mesmerizing and chilling chronicle of how the Marxist dream 
mutated into the Soviet nightmare--and of how power, once again, corrupted absolutely. -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus 
Associates, LP. All rights reserved. Eerily fascinating...Probably the best, most accurate and useful to histor insider 
account we will ever have. One does not so much read this book as engage in a one-on-one conversation with a major 
figure in a gigantic criminal organization. (Woodford McClellan University Of Virginia)Offers real insight into top 
level Stalinist politics... (The New York Times)An important book, the same way Mein Kampf or Mao's Red Book are 
important...grippingly vivid. (Arnold Beichman The Washington Times)Of the spate of memoirs published, the most 
valuable may be Molotov's...should be published in every language. (David Remnick, author of Lenin's 
Tomb)Molotov Remembers is a major contribution to the study of Soviet history, and it makes spellbinding reading to 
boot.... [T]his book certainly deserves the widest possible readership. (Gazelle)[This book] is an invaluable 
document.... Molotov's rigid doctrinaire approach, which allows the reader to get to know him as he really was, is the 
main attraction of the book. (Slavic )What is effectively conveyed by the conversations, however, is something 
generally more elusive and less palpable, namely, the world view of Molotov and, though Molotov's example, the 
categories and structures of Bolshevik thought in its Stalinist variant. (Political Science Quarterly)[The book] offers 
real insight into top-level Stalinist politics. (New York Times)A book worth reading to understand the inside struggle 
in erstwhile USSR. (U.S.I. Journal: India's Oldest Journal Of Defense Affairs)[U]nique 'memoir' of the political 
history of the Soviet Union. (Book News, Inc.)[This book] give[s] military members critical insight.... Highly 
recommended reading. (The Friday Of Defense Literature)Chuev's book...demonstrates the psychological and moral 
emptiness of the Stalinist clique-half true believes, half paranoid rogues-and shows how wholeheartedly they assisted 
the dictator in his criminal actions. (Orbis)Molotov Remembers is an important historical document which cannot be 
ignored by anyone who wishes to understand the mental climate of the Soviet regime. (Robert V. Daniels The Russian 



)[This book] provide[s] valuable material for objective historians. (The New Leader)[This book] is an unusually in-
depth penetration of Kremlin politics and the Russian political psyche. (Bookwatch)[I]t is both significant and 
fascinating. (The Economist)An important resource for future Soviet studies, Molotov's words also provide a 
mesmerizing and chilling chronicle of how the Marxist dream mutated into the Soviet nightmare-and of how power, 
once again, corrupted absolutely. (Kirkus s)[This book is] a quite fascinating self-portrait of a very bad man, an 
ideologue with a deformed morality all his own and a heart of stone. (The Wall Street Journal)This chilling memoir by 
an unregenerate Stalinist constitutes a major first-hand source on Kremlin politics during the Lenin-Stalin-Khrushchev 
era. (Publishers Weekly)Indispensable for all Soviet history collections. (Library Journal) 


