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Warren Wilkinson : Mother, May You Never Seethe Sights| Have Seen: The Fifty-Seventh M assachusetts
Veteran Volunteersin the Army of the Potomac, 1864-1865 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Mother, May Y ou Never See the Sights | Have Seen: The Fifty-Seventh
Massachusetts Veteran Volunteersin the Army of the Potomac, 1864-1865:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One of the Very Best Regimental Histories WrittenBy Brett R.
SchulteMother, May Y ou Never See the Sights | Have Seen covers the relatively short but extremely brutal service of
the Fifty-Seventh Massachusetts Veteran Volunteers from initial recruitment in the fall of 1863, through Grant's
Overland Campaign, and on to the trenches surrounding Petersburg, Virginia. Of the 900+ members who started with
the regiment when it left Worcester, Massachusetts, in early spring 1864, only ten men made it through the last year of
the war unscathed. The regiment was one of Fox's famous "300 fighting regiments’, having lost 19.1% killed or
mortally wounded. Wilkinson disputes this figure, and his calculations raise the total to 20.5% of the total killed or
mortally wounded. Regardless of the exact numbers, this regiment suffered appalling casualties in a short amount of
time. This story is dramatic enough in the hands of a pedestrian writer. Wilkinson, however, kept me interested
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sentence by sentence, page by page through 371 total pages of text. Wilkinson describes the experiences of these men,
both the good and the bad, in great detail. He doesn't fall prey to idolizing his subject matter. A reader learns that these
were men with human failings, but that some were able to rise above these failings to fight resolutely for their cause.
Theroster located just after the text is amazing as well. Even privates receive quite alot of attention. The roster runs
from page 403 to page 623, and is a valuable reference for geneal ogists and other researchers. Wilkinson is not
finished there, however. His appendices relate even more useful information on the regiment in easily read tables. The
first appendix shows regimental strengths and casualties broken down by company for all of the major engagements of
the 57th Massachusetts. Wargamersin particular will be interested in this material. If every author of a unit history
included this information in as detailed a manner as Wilkinson did, there would be no need for unit strength research
in the National Archives. The last two appendices cover statistical summaries of the men in the regiment, and alist of
the ten who made it through the war without getting killed or wounded.In conclusion, | am very glad | picked this
particular volume to start seriously reading unit histories. To everyone who recommended that | read the book, | thank
you. | truly believe this book would appeal to awide range of readers, even those who are not necessarily Civil War
"buffs’. In the same way Glory is an excellent, far-reaching film, Mother, May Y ou Never See The Sights | Have Seen
has the ability to reach out to alarger audience. | plan to recommend this book to those that ask me why I'm so
interested in the Civil War. It hooks you and doesn't let go, much like awell-written novel. Although I'veread only a
couple of unit histories, | get the feeling that few | read in the future will be as good as this one. | cannot recommend it
highly enough.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy G. ToddThis s the book that should
have been made into amovie - not Killer AnglesO of 1 people found the following review helpful. very good book!By
J. HallVery, very good book!

From Publishers Weekly This comprehensive, muster-to-disbandment account of aregiment involved in Ulysses S.
Grant's Overland campaign is an unusually detailed study of men at war, aswell as a superb unit history. In the thick
of the battles of Spotsylvania, the Wilderness and Petersburg, the 57th Massachusetts probably suffered more
casualties than any other in the Army of the Potomac. Wilkinson, along-time student of the Civil War, quotes diaries
and letters in which soldiers discuss weapons, uniforms, rations, sanitation, the enemy, rumors, battles, wounds,
spiritual crises, and their diminishing chances of returning home alive. One wondersif any other regiment in history
contained so many articulate writers. The book includes a fresh ook at the Crater incident during the Petersburg siege,
in which black soldiers were massacred by Confederates. An appendix includes mini-biographies of each member of
the 57th--more than 1000 men. Photos. Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.



