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W. Todd Groce : Mountain Rebels: East Tennessee Confederates 1860-1870  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mountain Rebels: East Tennessee Confederates 1860-1870: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great read which I did in just two days due ...By Gary L. DysonI 
was expecting a defense of Confederate sympathies in the region and instead received a fair and balanced account of 
the divided loyalties in the region and a detailed explanation of those divisions. While the reasons for secession to 
some may be simple and straight forward, those in East Tennessee were much more complex and more indicative of 
the mid and border states in general. A great read which I did in just two days due to the author's thoughtful research 
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on the subject.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A rare book to find on this subject.By Thomas J 
Talley, Jr.A rare book to find on this subject.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great read for all 
degrees of Civil War enthusiasts. Well written and sourced. A+ read!!By Steven C. MorganVery in-depth work. Well 
written with sufficient background information as well as small ancedotal insights from the common people involved 
in the story. Definitely brings some insight into a part of the Civil War that is often overlooked. Recommend to the 
beginner as well as the more advanced Civil War student.

Groce offers a gracefully written, impressively researched narrative account of the experience of East Tennessee 
Confederates during the Civil War era. His analysis raises provocative questions about the socioeconomic foundations 
of Civil War sympathies in the Mountain South. Robert Tracy McKenzie, University of Washington Scholars of 
Appalachia s Civil War have long awaited Todd Groce s study of East Tennessee secessionists. I am pleased to report 
that this ground-breaking study of Southern Mountain Confederates was worth the wait. Kenneth Noe, State 
University of West Georgia A bastion of Union support during the Civil War, East Tennessee was also home to 
Confederate sympathizers who took up the Southern cause until the bitter end. Yet historians have viewed these 
mountain rebels as scarcely different from other Confederates or as an aberration in the region's Unionism. Often they 
are simply ignored.W. Todd Groce corrects this distorted view of East Tennessee's antebellum development and 
wartime struggle. He paints a clearer picture of the region s Confederates than has previously been available, 
examining why they chose secession over union and revealing why they have become so invisible to us today. 
Drawing extensively on primary sources newspapers, diaries, government reports Groce allows the voices of these 
mountain rebels finally to be heard. Groce explains the economic forces and the family and political ties to the Deep 
South that motivated the East Tennessee Confederates reluctantly to join the fight for Southern independence. Caught 
in a war they neither sought nor started, they were trapped between an unfriendly administration in Richmond and a 
hostile Union majority in their midst. When the fighting was over and they returned home to face their vengeful 
Unionist neighbors, many were forced to flee, contributing to the postwar economic decline of the region.Placing the 
story in a broad context, Groce provides an overview of the region's economy and explains the social origins of 
secessionist sympathies. He also presents a collective profile of one hundred high-ranking Confederate officers from 
East Tennessee to show how they were representative of the rising commercial and financial leadership in the region. 
Mountain Rebels intertwines economic, political, military, and social history to present a poignant tale of defeat, 
suffering, and banishment. By piecing together this previously untold story, it fills a void in Southern history, Civil 
War history, and Appalachian studies. The Author: W. Todd Groce is executive director of the Georgia Historical 
Society."
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