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Benjamin Franklin Cooling III, Walton H. Owen II : Mr. Lincoln's Forts: A Guide to the Civil War Defenses of 
Washington  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mr. 
Lincoln's Forts: A Guide to the Civil War Defenses of Washington: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is great for the Civil War or DC history buffBy Edward 
M. LavinThis book is great for the Civil War or DC history buff. I am both. I also grew up very close to two of these 
forts as well as one of the cannon battery positions placed between the forts, so I particularly loved it.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Marker HunterBy Brandon CrossI collect, take photos of civil war markers, this 
book provides a wealth of information, not only about the sites, but also how to locate them.I have read the book and 
am in the process of locating the sites. I am extremely happy with the results thus far.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy William DePol StroudBest info available on the subject. Prompt shipping of item.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810860678


During the American Civil War, Washington, D.C. was the most heavily fortified city in North America. As President 
Abraham Lincoln's Capital, the city became the symbol of Union determination, as well as a target for Robert E. Lee's 
Confederates. As a Union army and navy logistical base, it contained a complex of hospitals, storehouses, equipment 
repair facilities, and animal corrals. These were in addition to other public buildings, small urban areas, and vast open 
space that constituted the capital on the Potomac. To protect Washington with all it contained and symbolized, the 
Army constructed a shield of fortifications: 68 enclosed earthen forts, 93 supplemental batteries, miles of military 
roads, and support structures for commissary, quartermaster, engineer, and civilian labor force, some of which still 
exist today. Thousands of troops were held back from active operations to garrison this complex. And the 
Commanders of the Army of the Potomac from Irvin McDowell to George Meade, and informally U.S. Grant himself, 
always had to keep in mind their responsibility of protecting this city, at the same time that they were moving against 
the Confederate forces arrayed against them. Revised in style, format, and content, the new edition of Mr. Lincoln's 
Forts is the premier historical reference and tour guide to the Civil War defenses of Washington, D.C.

.com At the start of the Civil War, federal troops constructed a ring of defensive fortifications around Washington, 
D.C. The forts saw limited military action, but many historians credit their deterring presence with saving the U.S. 
capital from a Confederate takeover. If the city wasn't impregnable, it was pretty close. This helpful book provides a 
full description of these forts--many of which have since been destroyed by farmers and suburban development. 
Several remain, however, such as Ft. Foote, Ft. Stevens, Ft. Ward, and Ft. Marcy (which became semi-famous in 1993 
as the place where former White House deputy counsel Vincent Foster shot himself). Civil War buffs won't want to 
miss visiting these lesser-known but significant sites--and they won't want to miss this book, either. This is a very 
scholarly and beautifully made book that completely discusses all of the fortification defenses of Washington D.C. 
during our American Civil War.... Each individual fortification has a short history as to what has transpired from the 
day it was built up to today's protection by the United States National Park Service. These fortifications stand today as 
a real tribute to the ingenuity of the United States Army Engineers Corps in protecting Washington D.C. during our 
American Civil War. (The Lone Star)This is a welcome contribution to the literature of the Civil War. . . . The 
thoroughness with which the authors treat the topic is truly impressive. . . . This volume is highly recommended for all 
libraries and individuals with an interest in the American Civil War. (American Reference Books Annual)About the 
AuthorBenjamin Franklin Cooling III is a well-known Civil War historian who has authored many publications in that 
field, as well as in military and naval history.Walton H. Owen II is the assistant director and curator at the Fort Ward 
Museum, one of the most significant of the sites discussed in this book. He has served as the historic site administrator 
at Fort C.F. Smith Park Historic Site, Arlington, VA and as the National Archives' Museum Specialist on the staff of 
the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff. 


