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A resident historian’s reflections on the Civil War’s most famous battle The Gettysburg Campaign and its culminating 
battle have generated more than their share of analysis and published works. In My Gettys­burg, Civil War scholar and 
twenty-six-year Gettysburg resident Mark Snell goes beyond the campaign itself to explore the “culture” of the 
battlefield. In this fascinating collection, Snell provides an intriguing interpretation of some neglected military aspects 
of the battle, such as a revisionist study of Judson Kilpatrick’s decision to launch “Farnsworth’s Charge” on the 
southern end of the Confederate line after Pickett’s Charge and the role of Union logisticians in the Northern victory. 
In addition, he looks at a town east of Gettysburg?York, Pennsylvania, a community that likewise suffered invasion in 
the summer of 1863?as well as at the role of Union and Confederate soldiers from the new state of West Virginia who 
fought against each other during the campaign. Further, this collection assesses Gettysburg’s evolution as a historic 
place: an American shrine, an inspiration for popular music, a training ground for soldiers past and present, a mecca 
for reenactors, a combat zone between commercial developers and preservationists, and a home to its 
residents?including the author, who gives us a personal view of what the battlefield and its surrounding community 
have come to mean to him. A retired Army officer and an established authority on the Civil War and military history, 
Snell amply demonstrates in this thought-provoking yet entertaining anthology that there remains much to learn even 
from such a well-studied subject as Gettysburg.

About the AuthorMark A. Snell retired from the United States Army in 1993. Among his wide variety of assignments 
during more than twenty years of service, he taught American history from 1987–1990 in the Department of History at 
the U.S. Military Academy. Snell is the founding director of the George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil 
War at Shepherd University and was professor of history at Shepherd University for twenty years until his second 
retirement in 2013. In 2008, he was the Senior Visiting Lecturer of War Studies at the Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst in the United Kingdom. Snell is the author or editor of numerous books and essays on the Civil War and 
American military history, including Unknown Soldiers: The American Expeditionary Forces in Memory and 
Remembrance (The Kent State University Press, 2008) and a book forthcoming from the Kent State University Press 
about Gettysburg during the First World War and the two Army camps whose soldiers lived and trained on the old 
battlefield. In 2009, West Virginia governor Joe Manchin presented Snell with the Honorary West Virginian award, 
the highest accolade that can be bestowed on a nonresident of the state. 


