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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy george e wilsonBest book on Korean POW'S3 of 4
people found the following review helpful. InterestingBy TAPI bought this for Kindle.It's concerned with why, and to
what extent, American POWSs in Korea collaborated. It has a distinct "academic" flavor to it. By that it, | meanitisa
scholarly attempt to present the POW experience from a non-partisan point of view. Almost kindadry in asense. It's
not really a collection of anecdotes of the Korean POW experience, which itself would have been an interesting read.It
does portray the Korean POW in a more sympathetic light than he was at the time, demonstrating that most of the first
year was the time period when most US POWs died, due to lack of facilities on the part of North Koreans/Chinese.
Once camps were built and up running, the death rate went down quite a bit. The weakest prisoners, physically and
mentally, were the first ones to perish. No doubt, the N. Koreans were savage and barbaric at times. Also, many who
"collaborated", to some degree, pretty much dropped the whole act once returned to US control. The gov't determined
that they were doing things, like attending lectures and parroting Communist dogma, for fear that the captors would go
harder on them if they didn't. The US gov't and it's policies, of not forcing N. Korean and Chinese prisoners to
repatriate if they didn't want to, were singled out as the culprit for the extratwo years, mid '51 to '53, that US prisoners
had to languish in NK and ChiCom captivity, causing some to collaborate with the enemy and others to prey upon
their fellow prisoners for better treatment by Commies. Basically, those two years of confinement were due solely to
the haggling about whether/not to forcefully repatriate NK and Chicoms.It also most likely caused the Communists to
hold back hundreds of US prisoners, many known to be alive in Communist captivity; some seen just before prisoner
swap, some heard on radio broadcasts. They were hauled off to Chinaand USSR for the rest of their livesto toil in
Gulags (dave labor camps), as retaliation for allowing some NK prisonersto stay in the south and some ChiCom
prisonersto go to Taiwan. Hundreds of our men were lost, never to return to their families/homes because of some
higher level political persons thought it would be cute to show the citizens of Communist nations, in future conflicts,
that "we" the US will help them escape to another/better life, and in the bargain help the US gov't gain some
intelligence/info about what isreally happening inside Communist regimes. Of course, they condemned alot of our
own men to Communist prisonsto doit. A pretty lousy trade. Think about it: foreigners, from Communist lands, given
residence and eventually maybe even citizenship in the US but at the expense of our own fellow citizens. That has got
to be the rottenest thing | have ever heard this nation has done. Eventually those pol's and 'crats allowed Soviets and
Chicomsto receive aid from the US and sell their cheap made crap here in US markets without as much as a whisper
about what became of these men. No pressure to make them hand over our men.No wonder much of this information
was classified at the time. The President and upper levels of gov't would have been lynched for this. Well ... they
should have been. Today's current crop of politicians and career bureaucrats are most likely cut from the same cloth as
thosein 1950s.A Romanian defector once testified to Congress that, while still living in that Communist regimein late
1970s, he went to N. Korea on some kind of economic/cultural/etc exchange. While there he and other Romanians
road abusthru arural area and came upon a small village with peasants working outside. One, or more, of the
peasants stood up straight |ooking toward the bus and were seen by the bus passengers to be very tall. Some red hair
was said to be recognizable. It was cold weather so the peasants were wearing winter clothing making a clear view
difficult. When asked, the N. Korean chaperone said they were American POWs held over from the Korean War.
Almighty God.John M. G. Brown's book Moscow Bound has a short, but illuminating, part about the plight of Korean
War POWSs and how that war in general never had to happen.| think this book isworth reading and do recommend it.1
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy K. T. Y oungWell-researched book.

Vietnam POWs came home heroes, but twenty years earlier their predecessors returned from Korea to shame and
suspicion. In the Korean War American prisoners were used in propaganda twice, first during the conflict, then at
home. While in Chinese custody in North Korea, they were pressured to praise their treatment and criticize the war.
When they came back, the Department of the Army and cooperative pundits said too many were weaklings who did
not resist communist indoctrination or "brainwashing." Ex-prisoners were featured in a publicity campaign scolding
the nation to raise tougher sons for the Cold War. This propaganda was based on feverish exaggerations that ignored
the convoluted circumstances POWs were put in, which decisions in Washington helped create.

"Y oung's book serves up a diplomatic-history-meets-pow saga that transforms the story of both American and
communist prisoners of war into a cautionary tale of the deliberate politicization of war and its unintended
consequences... [[Jmmeasurably valuable to every citizen of the republic." --Journal of American History"Charles

Y oung has written a sensitive, riveting, balanced, well-researched, and highly readable book that has a surprising
contemporary relevance, given the Bush administration's torture of POWSs. Y oung examines how all sides dealt with
POWSsin Korea, especialy the treatment of POWs by the US and South Korea (something usually overlooked in such
accounts), and knocks down any number of myths about 'brainwashing.' Thisis awell-informed, critical and truly
important addition to aliterature that is surprisingly small, but intensely pertinent.” --Bruce Cumings, author of The
Korean War: A History "Charles Y oung adroitly rescues his subjects from decades of obscurity and puts prisoners of
war where they belong: at the center of the Korean War story. Based on extensive archival research and fresh oral



history interviews, Name, Rank, and Serial Number is accessible, empathetic, and thoroughly persuasive.” --Susan L.
Carruthers, author of Cold War Captives: Imprisonment, Escape and Brainwashing "Thisis an original and valuable
addition to both the political and the cultural history of the Korean War. Charles Y oung convincingly shows that
Washington's manipulation of the POW issue added two years to the war and thus doubled the number of U.S.
casualties. He then gives us a nuanced vision of how this manipulation led to a destructive reimagining of the POWsin
American culture." --H. Bruce Franklin, author of M.I.A. or Mythmaking in America " This well-written, provocative
book is especially valuable for its analysis of the treatment of returning prisoners-of-war in the context of U.S. culture
during the 1950s." --William Stueck, author of Rethinking the Korean War About the AuthorCharles S. Youngis
Associate Professor of History, Southern Arkansas University



